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A Samuel French Acting Edition

Prophet

by Thomas Bradshaw



Copyright © 2006 by Thomas Bradshaw

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that 

PROPHET is subject to a licensing fee. It is fully protected under the 

copyright laws of the United States of America, the British Common-

wealth, including Canada, and all other countries of the Copyright 

Union. All rights, including professional, amateur, motion picture, reci-

tation, lecturing, public reading, radio broadcasting, television and the 

rights of translation into foreign languages are strictly reserved. In its 

present form the play is dedicated to the reading public only.

The amateur and professional live stage performance rights to 

PROPHET are controlled exclusively by Samuel French, Inc., and licens-

ing arrangements and performance licenses must be secured well in 

advance of presentation. PLEASE NOTE that amateur licensing fees are 

set upon application in accordance with your producing circumstances. 

When applying for a licensing quotation and a performance license 

please give us the number of performances intended, dates of produc-

tion, your seating capacity and admission fee. Licensing fees are payable 

one week before the opening performance of the play to Samuel French, 

Inc., at 45 W. 25th Street, New York, NY 10010.

Licensing fee of the required amount must be paid whether the play 

is presented for charity or gain and whether or not admission is charged.

Professional/Stock licensing fees quoted upon application to Samuel 

French, Inc.

For all other rights than those stipulated above, apply to: Beacon Art-

ists Agency, 120East 56th Street, Suite 540, New York, NY 10022.

Particular emphasis is laid on the question of amateur or professional 

readings, permission and terms for which must be secured in writing 

from Samuel French, Inc.

Copying from this book in whole or in part is strictly forbidden by 

law, and the right of performance is not transferable.

Whenever the play is produced the following notice must appear on 

all programs, printing and advertising for the play: “Produced by special 

arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.”

Due authorship credit must be given on all programs, printing and 

advertising for the play.
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No one shall commit or authorize any act or omission by which the 

copyright of, or the right to copyright, this play may be impaired.

No one shall make any changes in this play for the purpose of 

 production.

Publication of this play does not imply availability for performance. 

Both amateurs and professionals considering a production are 

strongly advised in their own interests to apply to Samuel French, 

Inc., for written permission before starting rehearsals, advertising, 

or booking a theatre.

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval sys-

tem, or transmitted in any form, by any means, now known or yet 

to be invented, including mechanical, electronic, photocopying, 

recording, videotaping, or otherwise, without the prior written per-

mission of the publisher.

MUSIC USE NOTE

Licensees are solely responsible for obtaining formal written permission 

from copyright owners to use copyrighted music in the performance of 

this play and are strongly cautioned to do so. If no such permission is 

obtained by the licensee, then the licensee must use only original music 

that the licensee owns and controls. Licensees are solely responsible and 

liable for all music clearances and shall indemnify the copyright owners of 

the play and their licensing agent, Samuel French, Inc., against any costs, 

expenses, losses and liabilities arising from the use of music by licensees.

IMPORTANT BILLING AND CREDIT
REQUIREMENTS

All producers of PROPHET must give credit to the Author of the Play in 

all programs distributed in connection with performances of the Play, and 

in all instances in which the title of the Play appears for the purposes of 

advertising, publicizing or otherwise exploiting the Play and/or a produc-

tion. The name of the Author must appear on a separate line on which no 

other name appears, immediately following the title and must appear in 

size of type not less than fifty percent of the size of the title type.

In addition the following credit must be given in all programs and pub-

licity information distributed in association with this piece:

Lyrics for Songs by Thomas Bradshaw

Music by Lois Dilivio



PROPHET was originally produced at P.S. 122 from November 30-Decem-

ber 17th 2005. The Stage Manager was Robin Ganek and the set design 

was by James Stanley with lights by Ben Kato, costumes by Iracel Shim 

and sound by Robert Quillen Camp. It was directed by Thomas Brad-

shaw and the original cast is as follows:

ALEX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter McCabe

MONA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hilary Ketchum

JOHN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dirk Smile

MADELINE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hilary Ketchum

LISA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Paula Ehrenberg

SHANIQUA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Detra Payne

TYRONE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jason Grant

GOD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jerry Zellers

PRIEST  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jerry Zellers

MORTICIAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jerry Zellers

MEN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jerry Zellers, Jason Grant, Dirk Smile

FEMINIST MOB . . . . . . . . .Lois Dilivio, Hilary Ketchum, Paula Ehrenberg



CHARACTERS

ALEX - A forty year old rich white lawyer

MONA - Alex’s white wife

JOHN - Alex’s rich black best friend

MADELINE - white, John’s wife

LISA - John and Madeline’s young daughter

SHANIQUA - black, A girl from the ghetto

TYRONE - black, Shaniqua’s boyfriend

GOD

PRIEST

MORTICIAN

MEN

FEMINIST MOB

SETTING

Livingston, New Jersey

AUTHOR’S NOTES

All characters should be played with the utmost honesty and sincerity. 

The irony in the play should be underplayed rather than overplayed at 

all times. The characters in this play feel that all their actions are com-

pletely necessary and unavoidable. The play should be directed in a 

straightforward and realistic manner.



To my mother, Judythe, and my wife, Roxane, I love you.



















































FINISH READING 
THIS SCRIPT

Visit our website to purchase the full 
script or to explore other titles.  
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*Titles for licensing are subject to availability depending 
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