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The Car

THOUGHT:
The pauses should feel itchy
Like
when you’re riding in a car
on a hot, hot day
for so, so long
and you’re sweating so much
that your back’s
glued to the pleather
of your dad’s used car
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A Moving Car:
A Father and Son seat-belted inside

A fast food Bag crumpled on the floor
A fast food Cup rattling softly in the cup holder

The Son’s face is pressed against the rolled-up window

His name’s Denny. Denny’s dressed for Weekend Soccer
Hair stuck to his face from dried afternoon sweat

Long socks rolled down to his cleats

Shin guards exposed

His Cobalt-Colored Uniform dirt-strewn and grass-stained

Denny’s a Down and Dirty Kid
The Father drives

His name’s Ky

Ky’s dressed like a man who Works Weekends
His tie loosened

The top button of his shirt undone

His Coat outstretched in the backseat

Ky’s a Down and Dirty Divorced

A Long Moment of Silence
underscored by the Low Hum of a Car in Motion

Denny gets squirrelly

He blows against the glass

The glass Fogs

He lazily doodles in the fog with his finger
tll the fog and doodle vanish

DENNY. Is there anything fun to do in Silver Lake?

Ky checks the rearview

Pause
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DENNY. Dad —
No Response

Denny props an elbow against the car door

man
This Sucks

Pause

Denny blows against the window
and doodles till it vanishes

DENNY. this guy on my team

Matt Arnold

he was talking to Chris Ying after practice on
Wednesday

Coach Ying’s Chris Ying’s Dad so Chris knows
Everything

and Chris Ying told Matt Arnold that Coach Ying
might nominate me for Spring All-Stars

KY. That’s great, Squirt
Denny picks at the window

DENNY. you know
the coaches they pick for Spring All-Stars almost
Always coach for Club

KY. Sounds like fun
Denny picks at the window

DENNY. Sooo

if I make Spring All-Stars then I have a really good
shot at making Club next Fall

Ky scans the road

KY. Which way do I turn on La Paz?
Denny rolls his eyes
He Mumbles

DENNY. right
KY. What?
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DENNY. I just said —

KY. You were mumbling —

DENNY. No I wasn’t —

KY. well I can’t find the Freeway if you can’t Enunciate —
DENNY. I said Right

Ky gets in the Right Turn Lane

KY. Okay
Thank you

Pause

KY. How much is that gonna Cost?
DENNY. what?
KY. the Soccer thing
DENNY. Club
KY. Right
Club
DENNY. Depends on the team
KY. well
Your mother get off her ass and find a job yet?

Denny picks at the window

DENNY. She’s weighing her options

KY. her Options?

DENNY. yeah

KY. Would you say she spends more time Weighing Poten-
tial Employment Opportunities
or Buying Crap off the Internet?

DENNY. How would I know?

KY. Hazard a Guess

DENNY. I don’t know

KY. okay

well Maybe you should Remind your mother that we
still share a Mastercard Account

and unless eBay’s started auctioning off Jobs recently —
DENNY. she’s holding out for the Right One
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KY. The Right One?

DENNY. yeah
She’s not just gonna take any Stupid Job cuz the
Capitalist Machine tells her she’s not a Complete
Human Being without one

Small Pause
Ky rolls his eyes

KY. okay
So until the Right One Magically Falls into her Lap
who’s gonna pay for this Club thing?

DENNY. I don’t know

KY. well Try to see the Big Picture, Denny

cuz I don’t know how much it costs to play on one of
those Teams

but my Guess is it’s not Cheap

and if your mother refuses to work —
DENNY. Can’t you pay for it?

I mean

You could afford it, right?
KY. The point is Not whether I can afford it or not
DENNY. Then what’s the point?
KY. The point is —

Your mother has a responsibility to you
DENNY. You have a responsibility to me too
KY. that’s right

a Responsibility that I fulfill —

DENNY. Then how come you haven’t paid Child Support in
three months?

KY. That’s not True —

DENNY. Mom says you’re gonna go to Jail if you don’t start
paymg —

KY. Look
Your Mother needs to stop spending all her time
Inventing Lies about me
and start Waiting Tables
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DENNY. She hates Waiting Tables
KY. Well she’s good at it
She’s an Excellent Waitress
in fact
It’s the Only thing I've seen her do with any Success

They hit the Freeway

Ky cranes his neck back and forth
KY. Can you believe this Guy?

Ky cranes his neck back and forth
KY. Come on Buddy

You wanna let me Merge?

Ky cranes his neck

KY. Okay
Okay
Jesus
Thank You!

Ky raises his hand Ironically
Ky shakes his head
He mutters to himself

KY. prick
The Car cruises along at open freeway speed
Ky sighs
Denny waltches the landscape zoom by
Pause
Ky chuckles to himself
Denny looks confused

DENNY. what?

KY. you know
Your Mom was Waitressing when we Met
At El Torito

DENNY. okay
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KY. I was there for lunch and she uh
she spilled this Huge Caesar Salad on me
and it’s a Mess
I mean A Mess
so she’s apologizing and I'm trying to tell her it’s Okay
it’s Okay
but then she starts to brush the dressing off my Pants

and your Dad’s like “Wooo! Hello! Now that’s what I
call Service!”

Ky laughs
he tousles Denny’s hair

DENNY. you’ve told this story
KY. Not the Whole Thing
DENNY. Dad

Ky acquiesces
He turns on the A/C

Denny shivers

He curls wp against the window
He blows
He doodles till it vanishes

KY. How is your Mom, huh?
She seeing anybody?
No Response

KY. I thought I saw her standing next to some Guy
He one of the Dads from your Team or what?

You know who I'm talking about?
Kinda Tall
Jewish-lookin

Denny just walches the landscape zoom by
Pause

Denny shivers

DENNY. It’s like fuckin Siberia in here
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KY. Hey
Language
Denny shivers

DENNY. Seriously
are you Trying to give me pneumonia?
KY. You know

more people Die on the 5 than on any other freeway
in California

DENNY. So?
KY. So the cold keeps me Alert
DENNY. whatever
you’re such a Freak
KY. Oh yeah?
Tell that to my Insurance Bill
These Days you make One Mistake and you pay for it
the Rest of Your Life
Ky checks the Side Mirrors

KY. You know
you could learn a few things from the way I Drive
DENNY. right
KY. I'm just saying
now that you’re old enough to get your Driver’s Permit
you could afford to pick up some Good Habits
DENNY. I can’t get my Driver’s Permit for five months
KY. You get it when you turn Fifteen
DENNY. Fifteen and a Half
KY. well it Never Hurts to be Prepared
DENNY. I watch Mom drive all the time
KY. your Mom drives for Shit
DENNY. Whatever
she drives Fine
KY. She’s from Boston, Squirt
Boston drivers make Californians look like Saints
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DENNY. you're from Boston too
KY. no
I'm from Somerville, Denny
Somerville’s Completely Different
DENNY. yeah well she’s still a Way Better Driver than you

Pause

KY. you know what, Squirt
It’s Absolutely Silly to get yourself wrapped up in all
this Soccer stuff

I mean
this AYDO thing your mom’s got you signed up for —
DENNY. AYSO
KY. AYSO
whatever
DENNY. It’s not Whatever
It’s the American Youth Soccer Organization
KY. no
I'll tell you what it is
it’s Bullshit
I mean look at the Scam they’re pulling, Squirt:
These assholes Gouge hard-working parents’ wallets

so they can enjoy the “Privilege” of watching their chil-
dren run after a Ball for a few hours

And the kids?

They fill your heads with a bunch of crap about becom-
ing Professional Soccer Players

when Everyone Knows

some Colombian Kid is just gonna sneak across the
Border with a balloon of Heroin shoved up his ass and
blow everyone out of the Water

Seriously
They should just call this AYDO thing what it is:
Daycare with Cleats

Ky shakes his head
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KY. You know what the two biggest Scams in America are?
I'll tell you:
Kids Soccer
and the Catholic Church

these Scam Artists make a fortune selling Lies and
False Hope

Not to mention they’re both run by a Cabal of Child
Molesters

you know

I was an Altar Boy when I was your age

and the way some of those Priests Looked at Me:

My ass gets Tense just thinking about it

and these Kids’ Coaches?

There was an email going around the Office about this
One Guy

Just Disgusting:

When his Boys did Sit-Ups

he’d sit down in the Grass

where he could get a Real Good Look up their Shorts
and Jerk Himself Off right there on the Field in front
of Everyone

Can you Believe that?

They’re Wolves
Wolves with Whistles

Seriously Denny
Watch our for that Coach of yours
Long Pause
Denny presses his forehead against the window
He fiddles with his seatbelt strap
DENNY. How come you didn’t let Chris come with?

KY. cuz These Weekends are about spending time with
Your Dad
Not your Friends
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DENNY. Can Chris come with Next Week?
KY. What did I just say?
DENNY. come on
He’s got the new Tony Hawk
KY. Great

so you can spend the Entire Weekend in front of a
Television?

DENNY. well How else am I supposed to play it?

KY. Your Mom find a Job yet?

DENNY. What’s that have to do with anything?

KY. She’s the one who should be buying you that stuff

DENNY. She won’t buy it for me cuz she says it sends a Bad
Message to Kids cuz the Skaters in the game don’t
wear Helmets

KY. oh That’s ridiculous
DENNY. That’s what I said
KY. you know She’s unbelievable sometimes

Small Pause

KY. I tell you what
When we get to Silver Lake
I'll get you the New Tony Hawk
DENNY. then Can Chris come over next week to play it?
KY. What do you need that kid for if you have the game?
DENNY. cuz he knows all the Hacks
He like Lives for that stuff
KY. No
DENNY. Come On
he told me about this One Code where you can skate
as Darth Maul and he’s got his Light Saber Bo from
Episode I and whenever you pull off a killer trick he
says “YOU ARE NO MATCH FOR THE SITH, JEDI”
KY. Hey
keep Pushing Me and you don’t get Squat
DENNY. Dad
KY. I'm Serious
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Pause

DENNY. Chris Ying’s one of my top five Best Friends and
everything
but he’s probably the Weakest Forward we have
Like
it’s so Obvious that the Only Reason he gets to play

Four Quarters every game and No One Else ever does
is cuz Coach Ying’s his Dad

His Dad’ll do Anything for him which is so totally not fair
I mean
there’s like a Word for that, right?

Dad?

Pause
Denny fiddles with his seatbelt strap

DENNY. Can we go to Disneyland?

KY. No

DENNY. Why?

KY. because it’s Disneyland

DENNY. Chris told me about this one time Coach Ying
took him to Disneyland and they went on the Matter-
horn and it’s like this Super Fast Ride with a Monster
only it’s even Cooler cuz the Matterhorn’s like a Real
Mountain with Real Live Snow

KY. oh come on, Squirt
it’s Disneyland
None of it’s Real

Pause

Ky checks the rearview

The Low Hum of a Car in Motion

Denny fiddles with the Door Handle a little
He pulls it a few times

but since the door’s Locked

it doesn’t Open

He keeps fiddling
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KY. Denny
DENNY. what?

KY. The last thing I need is for you to go Flying out of the
Car

DENNY. The door’s Locked

KY. I'm not fuckin around
If the door’s faulty —

DENNY. If it’s faulty then you can sue Volvo for Tons of
Money and pay Child Support

Ky pinches Denny
Not too hard
but Enough
DENNY. ow!
You ever heard of a Joke?

Denny exaggerates the pain
DENNY. oooow

Ky doesn’t buy it

Pause

KY. hey
How’s your Mom, huh?
She uh
seeing anyone?
Denny spies the crumpled fast food bag
picks it up
and looks inside
DENNY. Did you get me anything?
KY. I didn’t know you wanted something
DENNY. I just played Four Full Quarters
KY. well If you’d communicate these things to me ahead of
time —
DENNY. well If you ever came to my Games / you’d know
this stuff —
KY. I have to Work on Saturdays —
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DENNY. I'm hungry
KY. well it’s Too Late now
We’ve got Dinner Plans
DENNY. what kind of Dinner Plans?
KY. It’s a surprise
DENNY. what kind of Surprise?
KY. well it wouldn’t be Much of a Surprise if I told you —
DENNY. there’s an In-N-Out at the next Exit
KY. We'’re running Late as it is
and In-N-Out’s just gonna Ruin your appetite
DENNY. All I want are some Fries
KY. Denny
If the Dodgers Game lets out before we make it to LA
the 5’s gonna be a Nightmare
DENNY. come on Get Off
I'm Starving
KY. If you really want something
there’s a Granola Bar in the glove compartment
DENNY. Granola Bars taste like Ass
KY. well then Tough Shit
Denny stares out the windshield with a Sour Glare
Pause
KY. hey why don’t you turn on the Game?
Huh?
come on
they’re playing the Angels
DENNY. Baseball’s Gay
KY. oh Baseball’s Gay
Right
This Coming from the Kid who likes to watch a Bunch

of Immigrants run around in Short Shorts for five
hours

DENNY. It’s still way less Gay than Baseball

Pause
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DENNY. you know
Mom lets me get In-N-Out after every single game
sometimes she even has it waiting for me right when I
walk off the field
and she always orders my Double-Double exactly how
I like it:
Animal Style No Onions No Tomatoes

KY. Oh yeah?
well maybe from now on
I’ll buy the In-N-Out
and your Mom can foot the Bill for that Club Team
How’s that?

Denny gets squirrelly
He props a dirty cleat on the dash

KY. What have I said about shoes on the dash?

Denny staves straight ahead
Foot on the dash

KY. Come on Denny
your Cleats are Filthy

Denny doesn’t move

DENNY. There’s no Legroom
KY. Excuse me?
DENNY. Your car’s too small
My legs get cramped
KY. Well when you can Afford your own Car
you’re welcome to Bitch all you want
but until then Get Your Filthy Cleats off my Dashboard

The Dirty Cleat remains

KY. if you wanna keep testing me
I've got some Armor-All in the trunk
I’ll make you clean the Hell outta that Dashboard all
by yourself

I swear to god

The Dirty Cleat remains
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KY. Okay I'm giving you Three Seconds to get your Cleats
off the Dash or
you know What
you’ll be Scrubbin this Entire Car Inside/Out All
Weekend

The Dirty Cleat remains

KY. Okay!
I am Counting!

one —

Denny

I mean it

I've got some stuff at home so strong it’ll Fry your
Brain Cells

You’ll be scrubbin this sucker So Deep

you’ll wish you were Gluing Sneakers in Taiwan

two —

I swear to God Denny

if this is how you want to spend our Weekend Together
that’s fine by me

Just Keep It Up

Three!
Okay?
I said Three!

Denny scowls
He Very Slowly removes his foot from the dash
Ky drives
KY. hey
guess who I saw the other day?
Pretty Cool
DENNY. who?
KY. that Actor
uh what’s his name
you know
from that Movie we saw last weekend
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DENNY. which guy?
KY. you know
the one who played the Bad Guy
DENNY. Really?
You saw him?
KY. yep
DENNY. like just on the Street?
KY. well that’s what it’s like in LA, Squirt
Everyday
Movie Stars
Everywhere All The Time
DENNY. then how come I haven’t seen one yet?
KY. maybe you’ll see one this weekend
DENNY. you think so?
KY. Sure
Denny imagines who he might see
Pause
KY. so
You guys Win?

Denny shrugs
KY. Is that a Yes or a No?
Denny shrugs

KY. Your Mother manage to find a Job yet?
DENNY. What do You think?
KY. well I noticed the eBay Thing stopped —
DENNY. nah

She just got a new Credit Card
KY. When?
DENNY. When I told her you were Spying on her
KY. We Share an Account
DENNY. Whatever

KY. Who in their Right Mind would give that Woman a
Credit Card?
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Denny shrugs
DENNY. eBay

Ky shakes his head
He looks at the Dash and sees a CD

KY. Were you gonna put my CD away or just leave it like
that?

DENNY. I didn’t put it there

KY. It’s gonna get Scratched like that, Denny
you know this

DENNY. I didn’t do it

KY. How would you like it if I treated your Property like
that?
Huh?
come on Give it to me

Denny plays a quick game of keep away with his Dad
then hands Ky the CD and pops it in

A Woman’s Voice coos to Acoustic Guitar Back-up

1t’s reminiscent of a live musician in a cheesy LA coffee shop
Music that’s followed by polite applause

Music that’s anathema to a young boy’s ears

It Gnaws at Denny’s Soul

We can see it on his face

A long moment of Ky’s music
Ky taps the steering wheel to the Beat

Finally
Denny speaks up
DENNY. Who Is this?
KY. You like it?
Denny Squirms
DENNY. Since when do you listen to Chick Rock?
I thought you were obsessed with Coldplay

KY. Maybe your Dad’s Taste In Music is a little more Rockin
than you Think
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DENNY. Whatever
Can we listen to something else?

Ky doesn’t respond
His Chick Rock plays

Denny rolls his eyes
He rummages through his sports bag
and removes an iPod with an atlached iTrip

He Stops his Father’s CD

KY. Denny

DENNY. What?

KY. I was listening to that

DENNY. It sounds like Sheryl Crow on Crack
KY. It’s a Good Album

DENNY. Yeah for Fags

KY. Hey!

Denny moves to eject the CD

KY. Denny
DENNY. What?
KY. You ask someone / before you
DENNY. I did ask
KY. and did I give you Permission?
DENNY. you didn’t say anything / so I just took it as a yes
KY. that’s right I
No
that’s not

When someone doesn’t respond that doesn’t mean
you can —

DENNY. Fine
can I put something else on?

Ky reaches for the stereo and Defiantly Presses Play
Ky’s Chick Rock plays

Denny turns towards the window

DENNY. I so wish you weren’t my Dad
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KY. Excuse me?
You wanna Enunciate?

DENNY. I said: I So Wish You Weren’t My Dad
KY. Hey!
Don’t say something you don’t Mean
Denny mutters to himself
DENNY. cock fiend
The Low Hum of a Car in Motion
KY. s0
You guys Win?
Denny shrugs
KY. Is that a Yes or a No?

Denny shrugs
Ky shakes his head

KY. How’s the Job Hunt going?
Small Pause
KY. you know

I think they’re gonna find those WMDs before that
woman finds a Job

Ky is Very Proud of this joke
He smiles to himself and nudges Denny
KY. You like that?
Eh?
Your Dad can be a Pretty Funny Guy, huh?
He nudges Denny again

He makes Silly noises and Playfully Nudges his Son
He might even Tickle him a Little

KY. Wockawockawockawockawockawockawockawockawock-
awockawockawockawocka

Denny Laughs a Bunch
Ky Laughs a Bunch
Lots and Lots of Laughs

KY. Hey
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what do you think about coming to Live with your Dad
for a while, Huh?

we can Start in the Summer so you don’t miss School

maybe make it a More Permanent Thing down the
Road

and hey who knows
you might even see a Movie Star
DENNY. you think so?
KY. Nyah
Nyah
Hey, Wise Guy
Nyah
Here’s looking at you, Kiddo
Nyah
DENNY. what are doing?
KY. what do you mean what am I doing?
It’s a Classic
Nyah Nyah
DENNY. stop
Ky laughs
He tickles his Son
KY. so what do you say?
you wanna come live with your Old Man?
DENNY. Mom says you didn’t want Custody
KY. I never said that —
DENNY. She said that You said if you had Custody you’d
never get any Ass —
KY. Look
your Mother needs to stop Inventing Lies about me
and start Waiting Tables
Pause

KY. you know, Squirt
you're the Reason I wake up in the Morning
DENNY. I'm sure —
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KY. I mean it
you’re the Sun and Moon and Stars
DENNY. Wow
that’s maybe the Gayest thing you’ve ever Said
KY. well it’s the Truth
DENNY. then how come you never come to my Club games?
KY. well if your Mother would get off her ass and find a Job
maybe I wouldn’t have to Work Saturdays
DENNY. Sun and Moon my Nuts
KY. Denny
listen to me
I’'m your Father and
and I love you Very Much
okay?
and I'd love nothing more than to have you come Live
with me
but I'm not gonna Push You, okay?
because I can recognize
that you’re both Old enough and Smart enough
to Make Your Own Decisions
DENNY. you really think that?
KY. Damn Right
DENNY. Mom says I can barely wipe my own Ass
KY. well your Mother’s just scared of losing her Little Boy
whereas your Dad
see
your Dad’s excited to see you become a Man
huh?
huh?
What do you say Manly Man?

Ky smacks his chest
Denny smiles a little

Pause

DENNY. so um
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how’s Work?

Ky glances at his Son
He’s surprised by the question
Maybe even a little touched
KY. It’'s Good
DENNY. Is your New Office better than the one in Orange
County?
KY. It’s uh
well it’s definitely Bigger
lots of New Faces
and my New Boss
Fred
he’s pretty Great
Smart
Funny
yeah
Fred’s uh
Really Great
and well
the employees in LA are Certainly more Eclectic than
the ones in Orange County
DENNY. what’s Eclectic mean?
KY. oh come on
how OId are you?
DENNY. Sorry
KY. it means Diverse
like
like something that’s drawn from a Large Spectrum
DENNY. what’s a Spectrum?
KY. Jesus Denny
it’s uh
like a Rainbow
you know
something with lots of Different Colors
DENNY. oh
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