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THE ADVENTURES OF JASON AND THE 
ARGONAUTS

First performed at the Scoop open-air Amphitheatre, 
More London Riverside, SE1 2DB on August 5th 
2009 with the following cast:

King Pelias                     Raymond Coker
Medea   Siobhan O’Kelly
Storyteller  Ursula Mohan
Jason   Joe Fredericks
Chiron the Centaur  Richard Franklin
Hera as a hag  Paddy Crawley
Princess Creusa/the Goddess Hera     Lauren Storer
Argonaut Narcissus Christopher Hogben
Argonaut Hercules Paddy Crawley
Argonaut Castor  Jamie Menard
Argonaut Pollux  Matthew Grace
Argonaut Atlanta Joanna Woodward
Argrin the Boat Builder Richard Franklin
Argonaut Cat/the Goddess Artemis     Briony Price
Lascivious Gatekeeper/  Ursula Mohan
   Crone of Lemnos     
Queen Callisto of Lemnos  Briony Price
Colchis Fishwife Ursula Mohan
King Aeetes of Colchis  Richard Franklin 
The Great Bull of Colchis Raymond Coker
Dragon Snake  Christopher Hogben

Directed by Phil Willmott
Produced by Suzanna Rosenthal for The Steam Industry
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CHARACTERS

King Pelias 
Medea
Story Teller (male or female)
Jason
Chiron the Centaur
Hera as a hag (male)
Princess Creusa/the Goddess Hera
Male Argonaut Narcissus
Male Argonaut Hercules
Male Argonaut Castor
Male Argonaut Pollux
Female Argonaut Atlanta
Male or Female Argonaut Argrin
Female Argonaut Cat/the Goddess Artemis
Lascivious Crone
Queen Callisto
King Aeetes of Colchis
Colchis Fishwife
The Great Bull of Colchis
Male or female Dragon Snake
Additional Argonauts

The action of the play takes place in a city square

Costumes: Ancient Greece (with a few fun twists)
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PREFACE

This script is a record of how the piece was originally performed in 
2009 but I hope directors will feel free to make it funny and relevant 
to their own audience and to adapt the staging to make best use of their 
resources.

The tale is told by a group of travelling players in a town square so 
you only really need the type of simple props that can be pulled out 
of a prop basket. Additionally the original production had some big, 
elaborate puppets for Chiron the Centaur, the Bull of Colchis and the 
Dragon Snake. If you have some money I suggest you too spend it on 
these elements but if not you can just as easily represent the beasts with 
actors in masks. Try to get a beautiful model ship for the clashing rock 
sequence though, if you can.

Please feel free to update the topical references to film stars and TV 
programmes and several of the characters, notably the ship’s cat, speak 
in youthful street language which dates very quickly so you may need 
to update this too.

You can present the piece as a play with minimal music, just including 
a pop song for Narcissus and a song at the end, or you can incorporate 
more numbers if you like. We used the Katrina and the Waves song 
Walking on Sunshine when Jason was training, reprising the tune in a 
tense arrangement as underscoring for the Clashing Rocks sequence 
and for a big sing-along finale. Perhaps you could use Bonnie Tyler’s 
Holding Out For A Hero, sung by backing singers, when Jason strips 
and carries Hag Hera across the water. Our harpies sang Gloria Gaynor’s 
I Will Survive and Narcissus charmed them with Hero by Enrique 
Iglesias. You may have better ideas. Twinkly celestial percussion can 
also usefully underscore the goddesses. 

If you’d like to present the show as a two act, full-scale musical the lyricist 
Kenny Wax and composer Geoff Morrow have written a complete set of 
catchy songs you can insert. Details are available via www.kennywax.
com. Although time constraints meant I eventually used very little of 
their music it was Kenny who first alerted me to the potential of putting 
Jason’s quest on stage.

However you choose to incorporate songs please note the appendix at 
the back of this script entitled Use of Copyright Music. If you’re using 



pop songs and you can’t manage a live band there are some excellent 
karaoke accompaniments available that you can sing along to.

Finally, although the show works very well on its own, we presented 
this comedy as the first half of a double bill. Later that evening the same 
actors performed the ancient Greek tragedy Medea, Euripides’ dramatic 
account of the terrible events which befell Jason and Medea later in life. 
I’d recommend this to any particularly ambitious producer as it proved 
a fantastic way of introducing a new audience to Greek tragedy and the 
actors loved the workout performing the contrasting pieces gave them.

However you choose to present The Adventures of Jason and the 
Argonauts good luck, I hope you have fun. We had a great time.

Phil Willmott
 



Other plays by Phil Willmott
published by Samuel French Ltd:        

Around the World in Eighty Days (from the novel by Jules Verne)
Lysistrata — The Sex Strike (with Germaine Greer, after Aristophanes) 

— to be published in 2010
Once Upon A Time At the Adelphi (original musical) 

— to be published in 2011

Plays by Phil Willmott
for which Samuel French Ltd handles the amateur performing rights:        

Dick Barton, Special Agent (Oberon Books)
Dick Barton and the Curse of the Pharaoh’s Tomb (Oberon Books)

Dick Barton and the Tango of Terror (Oberon Books)
Treasure Island (from the novel by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

(Oberon Books)

Also by Phil Willmott:

The Lower Depths (adapted from the play by Maxim Gorky) 
(Oberon Books)



For Ursula Mohan 

This brilliant actress and teacher, who inspired thousands of young 
actors during her time coaching at the Arts Educational School, inspired 
us with a hilarious performance as the crones in Jason followed by a 
heart wrenching portrayal of the nurse in Medea.
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   My feeble powers of narration!  
   All Greece for a stage, real princes to act,  
   And actual ships to ride the swelling seas! 
   What if young Jason, could himself appear,  
   Strap on a sword and armour here, 
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   With (as fi erce and loyal as hounds)
   His friends the actual Argonauts? 
   They’d win much glory with this tale. 
   Suppose, within the girdle of our stage,
   You see two teenagers meet, young Jason 
   And sweet Medea, a newcomer to Greece.

   Think, when I talk of centaurs, that you see one
   Printing his proud hoofs i’ th’ receiving earth.  
   For ’tis your thoughts that now must deck our kings,  
   Carry them here and there, jumping o’er times.
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WAIT, THERE’S 
MORE!

Please visit our website to buy the full 
script, apply for a license to perform 
this show (if it’s available), or to explore 
hundreds of similar titles.  

www.samuelfrench.co.uk
or, in the US www.samuelfrench.com

To be the first to know about new 
books, licensing releases, and enjoy 
other theatre-related larks, do follow 
us on our spangley social media 
channels.
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