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CHARACTERS

BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI & MU – the greek ant chorus

EPSILON – the ant choral master

HOP, SKIP & JUMP – three fun-loving grasshoppers

OMICRON – the wondrous blind oracle

ALEXANDRA THE GREAT – Queen of the anthill

ALPHA & OMEGA – the royal assistants to the Queen

EDDIE – the Queen’s son (the one in the eye-patch) 

THE STORM – a terrible winter’s storm

NOTE: Any of the above characters can be played by/as boys or girls 

with the exception of Alexandra, who should be a girl. 

SETTING

An anthill in Ancient Greece

TIME

The Present



MUSICAL NUMBERS

“Ant Chant” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EPSILON, EDDIE, BETA,
THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA

“That’s How It Goes”  . . . . . . . .HOP, SKIP, & JUMP and THE ANT CHORUS  

“Fun For You”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EDDIE, HOP, SKIP & JUMP

“Winter’s Coming!” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .THE ANT CHORUS, HOP,
SKIP & JUMP

“Didn’t We Have Fun” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . HOP, SKIP & JUMP

“The Counting Chant (a.k.a. The Bored Chant)” THE ANT CHORUS, EDDIE 

“The Fun Song”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .EDDIE, ALPHA, OMEGA,
ALEXANDRA THE GREAT

“That’s How It Goes (The Wretched Reprise)”. . . . .THE ANT CHORUS, EDDIE

“The Searching Song” EDDIE, EPSILON, OMICRON, BETA, THETA, ZETA, 
PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA

“The Searching Song (Reprise)” EDDIE, EPSILON, OMICRON, BETA, THETA, 
ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA

“That’s How It Goes (The Fun Finale)” . . . . . . . . . ENTIRE CAST (Except for 

OMICRON)
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Scene 1

(an anthill in Ancient Greece)

(At rise: EPSILON, EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, 
MU, ALPHA and OMEGA stand in formation.)

EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. (in 
unison) We are the ants!

EPSILON. Here we are now in Ancient Greece!  

EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. Winter 

is over!

EPSILON. The snow is gone from the anthill and the sun is 

shining high in the sky!

EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. It is 

springtime! 

EPSILON. And once again we must work to gather up the 

golden grain so that we will have food to eat when 

winter comes again!

EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. The 

work is hard and the day is long…but we do what we 

do for the good of us all!

(SONG: ANT CHANT)

(This is a rhythmic chant without musical 
accompaniment.)

EPSILON. 

YES, WE DO WHAT WE DO FOR THE GOOD OF US ALL!

FOR THE YOUNG AND THE OLD! FOR THE SHORT AND THE 

TALL!

FOR THE WEAK AND THE STRONG! FOR THE BIG AND THE 

SMALL!

YES, WE DO WHAT WE DO FOR THE GOOD OF US ALL!
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EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. 

YES, WE DO WHAT WE DO FOR THE GOOD OF US ALL!

EPSILON. 

FROM THE FIRST BUD OF SPRING TO THE LAST LEAF OF 

FALL!

EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. 

YES, WE DO WHAT WE DO FOR THE GOOD OF US ALL!

EPSILON. 

WE DIG AND WE DRAG AND WE CARRY AND CRAWL!

EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. 

YES, WE DO WHAT WE DO FOR THE GOOD OF US ALL!

EPSILON. 

WE WORK AND WE WORK ‘TIL THE GRAIN FILLS THE HALL!

EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. 

YES, WE DO WHAT WE DO FOR THE GOOD OF US ALL!

EPSILON. 

YES, WE DO WHAT WE DO FOR THE GOOD OF US ALL!

EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. 

FOR THE YOUNG AND THE OLD! FOR THE SHORT AND THE 

TALL!

FOR THE WEAK AND THE STRONG! FOR THE BIG AND THE 

SMALL!

EPSILON, EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & 
OMEGA. 

YES, WE DO WHAT WE DO FOR THE GOOD OF US ALL!

YES, WE DO WHAT WE DO FOR THE GOOD OF US ALL!

YES, WE DO WHAT WE DO FOR THE GOOD OF US ALL!

(end of song)

(HOP, SKIP and JUMP enter. They applaud the ants. 
They have a picnic basket.)

HOP. Wow. A meal and a show.

SKIP. And all for the price of nothing.

JUMP. Do it again! Do it again!

BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. (chanting) We 

do what we do for the good of us all –
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EPSILON. (interrupting the ANT CHORUS) Silence! (to HOP, 
SKIP and JUMP) Who are you and what do you think 

you’re doing?

HOP. Ladies and Gentlemen!

SKIP. In the center ring!

JUMP. For your amusement!

HOP. Hop!

SKIP. Skip!

JUMP. And Jump!

HOP, SKIP & JUMP. At your service!

EPSILON. I don’t want your service. I want to know what 

you grasshoppers think you’re doing.

HOP. I think we’re having a picnic.

SKIP. You’re more than welcome to join us. There’s plenty 

of food for everyone.

JUMP. Yeah. What’s a picnic without some ants?

EPSILON. This is not the time for fun and games.

HOP. It’s not?

SKIP. No…it’s Lunchtime.

JUMP. Cole Slaw?

EPSILON. Ugh! That’s it! I’m going to get The Queen. 

She’ll take care of you–you–you–grasshoppers! (to the 
ANT CHORUS) The rest of you get back to work!

(EPSILON exits. EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, 
ALPHA and OMEGA huddle together.)

HOP. Boy…he was fun.

SKIP. A million laughs.

JUMP. I miss him already. (to HOP and SKIP) Cole Slaw?

HOP. Thank you.

SKIP. Don’t mind if I do.

(EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA and 
OMEGA are whispering together in their group. Suddenly 
MU is pushed forward towards HOP, SKIP and JUMP.)

MU. Excuse me…
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JUMP. Hi there.

MU. Why aren’t you working?

HOP. It’s a beautiful day.

SKIP. Nobody should be working on a day like this.

JUMP. Especially us.

MU. Aren’t you worried about the food running out?

HOP. Nah. We’ve got plenty.

SKIP. There’s enough for everyone.

JUMP. And there’s more where that came from.

HOP. The fi eld is full of grain.

SKIP. The grass is green and sweet.

JUMP. The leaves are this big!

BETA. But winter will come and then there will be no food.

THETA. And you will starve to death.

ZETA. And it will be horrible and painful.

PI. And everyone will cry.

HOP. You have got to learn to relax.

SKIP. Winter is nine months away.

JUMP. There’s plenty of time to get more food.

(OMICRON appears.)

OMICRON. There is no time like the present! Time fl ies 

when you’re having fun! A stitch in time saves nine!

BETA. It is Omicron! The wise old oracle!

THETA. He needs no eyes to see!

ZETA. Every word he speaks is the truth!

PI. He sees the past!

MU. He sees the future!

EDDIE. He sees everything!

EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. All 

hail, Omicron!

(HOP, SKIP and JUMP applaud.)

HOP. Nice entrance.
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SKIP. Very impressive.

JUMP. We should get a chorus.

(OMICRON goes into a trance.)

ALPHA. Look! He’s having a vision!

OMEGA. Oh great Omicron…Tell us what you see!

OMICRON. I see a fi eld of white. Frozen fl akes of water 

falling from the sky and I see wayward travelers.  There 

are three of them…no four…wait, maybe three…but 

it could be four…(pause) More than two and less than 

fi ve wayward travelers will be turned to ice where they 

stand. (Pause – he points at HOP, SKIP and JUMP.) You’re 

all gonna die!

HOP. You’re absolutely right. We’re all gonna die.

SKIP. Death is just a part of life.

JUMP. Usually the last part.

(Music starts.)

(SONG: THAT’S HOW IT GOES)

HOP.

FRIEDA THE FLY HAD FLOWN IN FROM AFAR.

HER WINGS WERE WORN OUT LIKE THEY USUALLY ARE.

SHE FOUND A NICE SPOT TO LAY DOWN HER HEAD,

BUT THE HAMMOCK WAS A SPIDER’S AND SHE ENDED UP 

DEAD.

HOP, SKIP & JUMP. 

WELL THAT’S HOW IT GOES.

YOU NEVER DO KNOW

WHEN IT’S THE END OF THE SHOW.

SO YOU MIGHT AS WELL SING AND PLAY.

TODAY MIGHT BE YOUR VERY LAST DAY.

SKIP. 

WILLY THE WORM WAS AS NICE AS COULD BE.

HE HAD A GOOD HOME AND A LARGE FAMILY.

HE TOOK A VACATION TO SEE THE SUNRISE,

BUT THE EARLY BIRD GAVE HIM QUITE A SURPRISE.
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HOP, SKIP & JUMP. 

WELL THAT’S HOW IT GOES.

YOU NEVER DO KNOW

WHEN IT’S THE END OF THE SHOW.

SO YOU MIGHT AS WELL SING AND PLAY.

TODAY MIGHT BE YOUR VERY LAST DAY.

JUMP. 

MANNY THE MANTIS WAS TO MARRY A GIRL.

ON TOP OF THE CAKE AND ON TOP OF THE WORLD,

SHE BIT OFF HIS HEAD WHEN THEY GOT IN A FIGHT,

NOW THE HONEYMOON IS OVER AND SO IS HIS LIFE.

(ALEXANDRA THE GREAT and EPSILON enter 
unnoticed.) 

HOP, SKIP, JUMP & ANT CHORUS. 

WELL THAT’S HOW IT GOES.

YOU NEVER DO KNOW

WHEN IT’S THE END OF THE SHOW.

SO YOU MIGHT AS WELL SING AND PLAY.

TODAY MIGHT BE YOUR VERY LAST DAY.

(end of song)

(The ANTS and GRASSHOPPERS laugh. ALEXANDRA 
is furious.)

ALEXANDRA. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THIS!?!

ALPHA, OMEGA, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI & MU. (Gasp!) The 

Queen!

(ALPHA, OMEGA, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI & MU drop 
down to the fl oor. EDDIE is left standing alone.)

EDDIE. Hello mother.

ALEXANDRA. Edward! What are you doing out of your 

room?

EDDIE. I just wanted some fresh air.

ALEXANDRA. It’s dangerous out here. Anything could 

happen to you.

EDDIE. I’m okay.

ALEXANDRA. You should be ashamed of yourself. (to the 
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other ANTS) You should all be ashamed of yourselves.  

Singing and dancing…with grasshoppers no less…

ALPHA. We told them to stop.

OMEGA. We wanted to keep working.

ALEXANDRA. Our survival depends on the work that we do. 

If we do not gather the grain in the spring we will not 

live through the winter.

OMICRON. You’re all gonna die!

HOP. We were just having a little fun.

EPSILON, EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & 
OMEGA. (Gasp!)

ALEXANDRA. What did you say? 

SKIP. We were just having a little fun?

EPSILON, EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & 
OMEGA. (Big gasp!)

ALEXANDRA. Say that again.

JUMP. Fun.

EPSILON, EDDIE, BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & 
OMEGA. (Gasp!) Oooooooooooo.

ALEXANDRA. Fun. Fun did you say? We don’t have fun 

around here. And do you want to know why we don’t 

have fun around here? Because the last time we had 

fun around here my son lost an eye! 

(ALEXANDRA pulls EDDIE out of the crowd.)

He lost an eye!

EDDIE. Mom, that was seventeen years ago.  

ALEXANDRA. (to EDDIE) Hold your tongue.  

(HOP, SKIP and JUMP stick out their tongues and hold 
them with their fi ngers.)

HOP. You mean like this?

SKIP. No, like this.

JUMP. My fi ngers taste like coleslaw.

(ANT CHORUS and EDDIE laugh.) 

ALEXANDRA. That’s it! Playtime is over! Get back to work! 
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(to HOP, SKIP and JUMP) And I suggest you do the same. 

(to EDDIE) Come along, Edward.

EDDIE. But Mom, I want to stay out here. The grasshoppers 

are funny.

ALEXANDRA. The grasshoppers are fi nished. They’re bad 

news, Edward. I don’t want you anywhere near them.

EDDIE. But Mother… 

ALEXANDRA. I forbid you from seeing them.

EDDIE. But I’d really like to make some friends.

ALEXANDRA. We’re ants, Edward. We’re not supposed to 

make friends. We’re supposed to work. (to the other 
ANTS) Now get back to work!

(ALEXANDRA drags EDDIE offstage.)

HOP. She was nice.

SKIP. A real peach.

JUMP. We should invite her over some time.

HOP. For tea.

SKIP. Yeah, tea.

JUMP. That would be nice.

(BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA and OMEGA 
giggle at HOP, SKIP and JUMP.)

EPSILON. (to the ANTS) You heard the lady. Get back to 

work!

(BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA and OMEGA 
grumble and go back to work.)

BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. 

(unenthusiastically chanting) We do what we do for the 

good of us all…We do what we do for the good of us 

all…

(The ANTS continue to chant while HOP, SKIP and 
JUMP make animal noises all together.)

HOP .  C luck–

cluck–cluck! 

S K I P .  O i n k !  

Oink!  Oink!

JUMP. Moooo

ooooooo!

(BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA and OMEGA stop 
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working and stare at HOP, SKIP and JUMP.)

EPSILON. (to the GRASSHOPPERS) What do you think you’re 

doing?

HOP. We’re playing ant farm.

SKIP. He’s the cow.

JUMP. Mooooooo!

EPSILON. Couldn’t you do that somewhere else?

SKIP. We could. 

HOP. But we won’t.

JUMP. We like it here.

HOP, SKIP & JUMP. Moooooooooooooo!

EPSILON. Grrrrrrrr! You…You…Grasshoppers! I wish I 

could just squash you!

HOP. You’d have to be really big to squash us.

SKIP. Yeah, really big.

JUMP. Like a giant.

HOP, SKIP & JUMP. (gasp!) Let’s play Jack and the beanstalk!

HOP. I’ll be Jack!

SKIP. I’ll be the mother!

JUMP. I’ll be the cow!

HOP, SKIP & JUMP. You’ll be The Giant!

EPSILON. I will not be The Giant!

HOP. I’m sorry. The roles have been cast.

BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. Hey! What 

about us?

SKIP. You can be the villagers!

BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. Hooray!

JUMP. Our play begins…

SKIP. (as the mother) I’m sorry Jack, but you’re going to have 

to sell the cow at the market.

HOP. Awww ma, I don’t’ want to sell the cow.

JUMP. Moo!

EPSILON. Arrrrrrggggg! This is ridiculous! 

BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. The Giant!!!!
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OMICRON. You’re all gonna die!

HOP. (to EPSILON) Actually you don’t come in ‘til the next 

scene.

EPSILON. There will be no next scene! We are leaving! 

Ants! March!

BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. Awww…

EPSILON. I said: March!

BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA & OMEGA. (extremely 
unenthusiastically chanting) We do what we do for the 

good of us all…

(BETA, THETA, ZETA, PI, MU, ALPHA and OMEGA 
march off with EPSILON.)

SKIP. Well there goes our giant.

JUMP. And thus ends our play.

(HOP, SKIP and JUMP bow. EDDIE enters.)

EDDIE. That was very funny.

HOP. It’s an ant!

SKIP. In an eye patch!

JUMP. Are you a pirate?

EDDIE. No. I wish I was a pirate. Then I could have some 

fun.

HOP. Hey, you’re the son of the Queen.

SKIP. You’re forbidden to see us.

JUMP. You’re breaking the rules.

HOP, SKIP & JUMP. You’re a trouble-maker! Hooray!

EDDIE. My name’s Eddie.

HOP. Hop!

SKIP. Skip!

JUMP. And Jump!

HOP, SKIP & JUMP. At your service!

(EDDIE laughs.)

HOP. He’s laughing.

SKIP. He likes us.
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JUMP. He really likes us.

HOP. Hey, you wanna be our friend?

EDDIE. You want me to be your friend?

SKIP. We currently have an opening.

JUMP. The pay is low but the benefi ts are great.

HOP. Non-stop fun.

SKIP. A million laughs

JUMP. And all you can eat!

HOP. So whadda you say?

EDDIE. Okay.

HOP, SKIP & JUMP. Hooray!

SKIP. Now you must take The Grasshopper Oath!

EDDIE. The Grasshopper Oath?

JUMP. It’ll make you an honorary grasshopper…just like 

us.

EDDIE. Okay. What do I do?

(During the oath EDDIE does whatever HOP, SKIP and 
JUMP tell him to do.)

HOP. Raise your right hand.

SKIP. Stand on one foot.

JUMP. Stick out your tongue.

HOP. Touch your nose.

SKIP. Cross your fi ngers.

JUMP. Cross your eyes.

HOP. And repeat after we.

HOP, SKIP & JUMP. I, insert name –

EDDIE. (talking while sticking out his tongue) I, insert name –

HOP. Promise to have fun.

EDDIE. Promise to have fun.

SKIP. Lots of fun.

EDDIE. Lots of fun.

JUMP. And nothing but fun.

EDDIE. And nothing but fun.
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HOP. For the rest of my days.

SKIP. And nights.

JUMP. (raspberry!)
EDDIE. (raspberry!)
HOP. And now we make it official with The Grimy 

Grasshopper Spit and Shake!

SKIP. First we spit!

(HOP, SKIP and JUMP spit into the palm of their hands. 
EDDIE does the same.)

JUMP. And then we shake!

(EDDIE extends his hand to shake hands. HOP, SKIP 
and JUMP shake their bodies all around instead.)  

HOP. I love being a grasshopper!

SKIP. Me too!

JUMP. Me three!

(HOP, SKIP and JUMP all laugh. EDDIE gets a sad and 
serious look on his face and starts to leave.)

HOP. What’s wrong, Eddie?

SKIP. You look all shaken up.

JUMP. And not in a good way.

EDDIE. I–I don’t think I can be a grasshopper.

HOP, SKIP & JUMP. Why not?

EDDIE. I don’t know how to have fun.

HOP, SKIP & JUMP. You don’t?!?

HOP. But having fun is easy.

SKIP. You just do whatever you want to do. 

JUMP. And you have lots of fun doing it.

EDDIE. But how do I know when I’m having fun?

HOP. Why that’s the easiest thing of all.

(Music starts.)

(song: FUN FOR YOU)

HOP.

IF IT MAKES YOU LAUGH,



19T H E  A N T S  A N D  T H E  G R A S S H O P P E R S

SKIP. 

IF IT MAKES YOU SMILE,

JUMP. 

IF IT MAKES YOU GIGGLE,

AND YOU START TO WIGGLE,

FOR A LITTLE WHILE, 

HOP. 

IF IT MAKES YOU FEEL GOOD,

SKIP. 

THEN IT’S UNDERSTOOD,

JUMP. 

THAT THAT’S WHAT YOU SHOULD DO.

HOP, SKIP & JUMP. 

YES, FUN IS WHATEVER IS FUN FOR YOU.

SKIP. 

YOU CAN BAKE A CAKE.

JUMP. 

RAKE SOME LEAVES UP WITH A RAKE.

HOP. 

YOU CAN FLY A KITE,

SKIP. 

GO AND GRAB A BITE,

JUMP. 

JUMP INTO A LAKE.

HOP & SKIP. 

YOU CAN EVEN SING A SONG

IN A SING-A-LONG,

JUMP.

OR PAINT YOUR FACE BRIGHT BLUE.

HOP, SKIP & JUMP.

YES, FUN IS WHATEVER IS FUN FOR YOU!

EDDIE. 

OH.

I COULD DO A DANCE,

OR GO INTO A TRANCE…

I COULD BE A PIG,
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WEAR A SILLY WIG,

WITH A PAIR OF MATCHING PANTS!

I CAN EVEN WALK AROUND,

REALLY UPSIDE DOWN,

WITH HANDS INSIDE MY SHOES!

YES, FUN IS WHATEVER IS FUN FOR YOU.

EDDIE, HOP, SKIP & JUMP. 

FUN IS WHATEVER IS FUN…

EDDIE. 

AND NOW THE FUN HAS JUST BEGUN!

EDDIE, HOP, SKIP & JUMP. 

YES, FUN IS WHATEVER IS FUN FOR YOU.

EDDIE. (spoken) That was fun!

(end of song)

(HOP, SKIP, JUMP and EDDIE laugh. ALPHA and 
OMEGA enter and fi nd EDDIE laughing with HOP, 
SKIP and JUMP.) 

ALPHA & OMEGA. (to EDDIE) (Gasp!) Your Highness!

HOP. Look! More ants!

SKIP. Now there are six of us!

JUMP. One more and we can be The Seven Dwarfs!

HOP, SKIP and JUMP. Hooray!

ALPHA. (to EDDIE) Your Excellency…

OMEGA. What are you doing out here?

ALPHA. (Gasp!) You were playing with the grasshoppers.

OMEGA. You’re not allowed to play with them.

ALPHA & OMEGA. You are not allowed to play.

HOP. That’s ridiculous

SKIP. That’s preposterous

JUMP. That’s hippopotamus.

ALPHA. Ugh! Grasshoppers!

OMEGA. Your mother is going to be furious.

EDDIE. (to ALPHA and OMEGA) Please, don’t tell my mother.

OMEGA. We have to tell your mother.
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