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Bridal Terrorism was first presented by Hofstra
Unversity on October 20, 1988. It was directed
by Miriam Tulin and Jeff Schaetzel. The cast (in
order of appearance):

LIONEL STARK................ essssenes Sean Lavin
MAY WILDER ..... PP Juliette Stever
TERRY WINSHIP........cccc...... Kurt Engstrom
GINA WILLIS.....ooviiinreivrennns Valerie Mont
BETTY WILDER................ Carol Kastendieck
COLINWILLIS .....coovieneeennnnn. Richard Omar

Scenic Design by Rob Weiner
Costumes by Ben Sander
Lighting by Maureen Root



This play is dedicated to Howard Siegman
and to Miriam Tulin, with deep gratitude.



CHARACTERS
LIONEL STARK, an innocent man.
MAY WILDER, a bride.
BETTY WILDER, her mother.
GINA WILLIS, May's married younger sister.
COLIN WILLIS, her husband.
JUDGE TERRY WINSHIP, his boss.

TIME

A Sunday in May.

PLACE
A bench in Central Park.



As the LIGHTS come up we see LIONEL, sitting
on the bench reading a book. He's an attractive
unassuming man in his late twentieslearly
thirties.

MAY, an energetic, determined and not unattractive
woman, enters. SHE is wearing a beautiful
wedding dress and carrying three pieces of luggage.
SHE pauses for a moment, looking at Lionel—
sizing him up—and then approaches.

MAY. Is it good?

LIONEL. (Looking up from his book.)
Hmmmm?

MAY. Is it good?

LIONEL (Confused.) I'm sorry?

MAY. The book? Is it good? Are you
involved?

LIONEL. No. Not really.

MAY. Then could I talk to you for a moment?

LIONEL. Well, to be honest, the book may not
be good but I'd like to get back to it. Get it over
with.

MAY. I'll make it worth your while.

LIONEL. Thanks, but no thanks.

MAY. Come on, be a sport.

LIONEL. Look, I don't wish to be rude but ...
I just want to read, ok? No offense?

MAY. No offense. I understand. I'll wait.
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LIONEL. No. You don't understand. 1 don't
want you to wait. | want you to leave. I want to
read my book.

MAY. That you're not involved in.

LIONEL. Right.

MAY. I do understand, and I'll wait.

(MAY begins to stare at him rather intently.
LIONEL tries to read. But how can he with a
woman in a wedding dress (with three pieces
of luggage) staring at him? HE gives up.)

LIONEL. All right. What is it?

MAY. I need your help.

LIONEL. I see.

MAY. Are you married?

LIONEL. No.

MAY. Are you involved in a serious
relationship with a woman now?

LIONEL. No.

MAY. Are you involved in a serious
relationship with a man now?

LIONEL. No.

MAY. How about communicable diseases?

LIONEL. How about them?

MAY. Do you have any? Have you been
exposed to any?

LIONEL. Not that I know of.

MAY. Well, at this point you'll have to do.

LIONEL. Do what?

MAY. Help me out.
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LIONEL. Do you want money? I don't have
any money. I have a token. One token. I need it.
Please. Isn't there someone else who can help
you?

MAY. (Begins to cry.) No, not really.

LIONEL. (Lowers his guard.) Hey, I'm sorry
I snapped. What's wrong?

(The tears have vanished.)

MAY. Could you stand up for just a moment?

LIONEL. (Resisting.) Well ... (Relenting.)
Sure. Why not?

MAY. You'll do just fine.

LIONEL. You're not a mugger or something,
are you?

MAY. Or something?

LIONEL. A terrorist of some sort?

MAY. Yes, as a matter of fact I am.

LIONEL. Oh.

MAY. I'm a bridal terrorist. (SHE calls
offstage.) YO! Over here.

LIONEL. What are you doing?

MAY. Bridal terrorism. I'll explain in a minute.
(Calling offstage.) Come on. Let's move it.

(JUDGE TERRY WINSHIP enters. He is an
older man, but very much in tune with the
times.)

TERRY. Found one?
MAY. Sure did.
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LIONEL. One what?

TERRY. How do you do?

MAY. Judge Winship, this is ... I'm sorry,
what's your name?

LIONEL. Lionel Stark. How do you do?

TERRY. Fine. You can call me Terry.

LIONEL. Right. What's going on?

TERRY. Shhh. May's in charge.

MAY. Where are the others?

TERRY. They were right behind me. I see
your sister over there.

MAY. Leave it to her to be distracted.

LIONEL. Others?

TERRY. Members of the party.

LIONEL. Members of what party?

MAY. The wedding party, silly. (SHE calls
offstage again.) GINA! COLIN! MOM! Jesus,
you'd think they'd hurry.

TERRY. Would you like to start without them?

MAY. I've waited thirty-four years, I think I
can wait four more minutes.

LIONEL. Excuse me. Is this a some sort of
joke?

MAY. Far from it.

LIONEL. Is there a camera somewhere? Are
you what's his name?

TERRY. Terry Winship. I'm the judge.

LIONEL. Right. But aren't you really that
guy? You know, bald, kinda chubby? Really
annoying? What is his name?

TERRY. Do I look bald, fat and annoying?

LIONEL. Well no. But ...
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TERRY. I didn't think so. Do you have the
rings?

LIONEL. Rings?

MAY. Colin has them.

LIONEL. Do I know any of you?

TERRY. I've told you, I'm Judge Terry
Winship.

LIONEL. And who is this?

TERRY. That's your bride-to-be May Wilder.

LIONEL. My bride-to-be? Will someone just
explain what exactly is going on?

(Before anyone can answer, GINA WILLIS,
May's younger sister and a very pretty woman
in her mid-twenties, enters.)

GINA. Mom broke a heel. Colin is helping her
hobble. And I think you missed two live ones
headed toward the reservoir. That is, if this one
doesn't pan out. (GINA looks Lionel over.) So
this is Mr. Right?

MAY. He might be, but for now he's just
Mr....

LIONEL. Stark, Lionel Stark.

GINA. Pretty good, May.

MAY. I think so.

GINA. May Stark. Sounds nice. (SHE fixes
her hair.) So introduce me already? (To Lionel.)
Looking forward to being a victim?

MAY. Lionel, this is my sister, Gina Willis.

LIONEL. Hi. Not at all.
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GINA. Not at all?

LIONEL. I'm not looking forward to it at all.

GINA. Too bad. Isn't this a beautiful day for a
wedding?

LIONEL. Well ...

TERRY. I've never understood why June
weddings are more popular than May ones,
especially when there are days as sunny as this
one.

MAY. Look, I'm going to go help Mom and
Colin make sure he doesn't get away. At the rate
they're going I will be an old maid. (MAY runs
off.)
LIONEL. Listen, I don't mean to be rude but...

GINA. There is no proper etiquette for
terrorists or their victims. Besides, how can you
be rude? You're family. Almost.

LIONEL. That's what I wanted to ask about.

GINA. What is?

LIONEL. It looks to me like there is going to
be a wedding very shortly.

GINA. The light dawns.

TERRY. A beautiful day for it.

LIONEL. Yes, it is. However, I ...

GINA. Please, Lionel. Wait a minute. I know
what you're going to say but let me explain it to
you.

TERRY. Gina, I think that's May's job.

GINA. (Suddenly loud and hysterical.) Oh my
God, why is Colin walking like that? Terry,
quick! Go help him!

TERRY. Yes. (Runs off.)
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