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Dinosaurs And All That Rubbish was commissioned by
Howell’s School, Denbigh, Clwyd, North Wales. It was
first produced by the pupils of the school on July 4th

1986.
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The play was subsequently presented professionally by
Whirligig Theatre at the Darlington Arts Centre on
October 20th 1988, and at the Grand Theatre, Swansea
and Sadler’s Wells Theatre, London.

The Man Peter Duncan
Narrator/Largest Dinosaur Shelaagh Ferrell
Musical Director/Keyboards John Jansson
with

Darlington: Children from the Darlington Theatre

for Youth and Darlington and sur-
rounding schools.

Choir from Carmel R.C. Comprehen-
sive School.

Swansea: Children from Crynallt Junior, Knel-
ston Primary, Maesmarchog Primary
and Whitestone Primary Schools
Choir from Bishop Gore Secondary
School.

Sadler’s Wells: Children from Hugh Myddleton Junior
School and St. John Evangelist R.C.
Primary School.

Choir from Fleet Primary School.

With special thanks to Dave Hayllar and George Lee
(Darlington), Derek Cobley and Leslie Ryan (Swansea),
Sheryl Aitcheson and Angela Mendis (Sadler’s Wells),
and all the school staff who made the production
possible.

Director Ben Forster
Choreographer Sheila Falconer
Set Designer Susie Caulcutt
Musical Supervisor Peter Pontzen
Lighting Designer Roger Frith

Produced for WHIRLIGIG by John Gould & David
Wood
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DINOSAURS AND ALL THAT RUBBISH was
originally written for a large cast, choir and small
orchestra, ideally to be performed by young people.
There are many small parts to enable players of little
experience to take part.

The spoken narration can be divided up as required, to
enable as many or as few narrators as desired. The
number of players for “the workforce”, ““the dinosaurs”,
“the living creatures” and for the suggested puppetry
sequences can be as few or as many as required.

The settings can be simple, as indicated in the script.
Costumes can be as bright and imaginative as possible.
Michael Foreman’s illustrations in his book could well
give inspiration.

David Wood

Piano/Vocal Score, with music by Peter Pontzen is
available separately from Samuel French Ltd.

Dinosaurs and all that Rubbish, first published by Hamish Hamilton, London, 1972;
issued in a Puffin paperback by Penguin Books, London, 1974, copyright, © Michael
Foreman.

The photographs used in this Acting Edition are by Sophie Baker

The cover design for this Acting Edition is by Michael Foreman



DINOSAURS AND ALL THAT RUBBISH

A choir. Musicians. A darkened stage

Music 1

Lights up. A tree on a grassy bank. Black curtains form a back cloth. The Man
is discovered looking up to the sky

Narration A man
Stood on a hill
And looked at a star

The star becomes visible. It could be held aloft on a pole by an Actor

Choir All he thought about
All he dreamed about
Was that star.

Man (singing) Star, star
Wondrous and magical
Golden and glistening
Star, are you listening?
I’ve made up my mind
To make you mine
To make you shine
Just for me. (He climbs the tree)

Choir He climbed to the top of a tree
He tried to reach the star
Man Alas, I'm nowhere near it!

I just can’t stretch that far!

Birds enter—perhaps “‘sprays” of birds fluttering from poles held aloft and
manipulated by Actors

Choir The tree filled with birds
And as though they heard his words
As if to goad him
Their skills they showed him.

The Birds fly nearer the star
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Man Aha!
See them fly
Towards my star!
I must fly
I must fly
If the birds can
Why can’t I?
I must fly
Through the sky
However high
However far
Somehow I'll fly
Till I reach my star (He descends from the tree)

Choir Fly, fly, fly, fly
Fly, fly, fly, fly.
Man + I must fly Section of Choir Fly
Section of Choir I must fly Fly
If the birds can Fly
Why can’t I? Fly
I must fly Fly
Through the sky FI
However high y
However far Fly
Somehow I’ll fly Fly
Till I reach my star. Fly
The Birds exit
Man I must fly
The Man’s Workforce enter
Fly away
I have money
He brandishes wads of cash
I can pay
I have men
Make me fly!
Workforce We’ll have a try
We’ll do our best
Man Till I can fly
You must never rest.
(He pays the Workforce)
Workforce +  You/I must fly Choir (echoing the Man Fly
Man Fly away and the Workforce) Fly
You/I have money Fly
You/I can pay Fly
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Man I have men Fly
Workforce We must try Fly
Man Make me fly Fly
Workforce To make you fly Fly
Man You will not rest

Choir They will not rest

Workforce We’ll do our best

Choir They’ll do their best

Man Till I can fly

Workforce Till you can fly.

Choir Till he can fly, fly, fly.

Man However high

Workforce However high

Man However far

Workforce However far

Choir However far

Man Till I reach my

All Star

Man (speaking) Cut down the trees!
Workforce (taking their orders) Cut down the trees!

Man Dig out the coal!
Workforce Dig out the coal!
Man Burn whatever will burn!
Workforce Burn whatever will burn!
Man And

Build me a rocket.
Workforce A rocket?

Man (singing)  Build me a rocket
To reach the stars!

Music 2

The Workforce prepare for work

Choir Chop! Chop!
Choppa Choppa Chop!
Chop! Chop!
Choppa Choppa Chop!

Members of the Workforce cut down the tree. Others mime chopping
movements, as the Choir’s counterpointed ‘‘chops’’ become more complex

Chop! Chop!
Choppa Choppa Chop!
Chop! Chop!
Choppa Choppa Chop!

The Workforce activity changes to digging
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