
SAMUEL FRENCH 
SAMPLE PERUSAL

This sample is an excerpt - an appetiser, if 
you will - from a full Samuel French title. 

This sample is just for you to try out, and it 
can’t be used for performance, downloaded, 
printed or distributed in any way. 

Take it for a whirl and see if it tickles your 
fancy!

For more information about licensing this 
or other shows, or to browse thousands 
more plays and theatre books to buy 
please visit our website.

www.samuelfrench.co.uk
or, in the US www.samuelfrench.com

PERUSALS



SAMUELFRENCH.COM

A Samuel French Acting Edition

The Donahue Sisters

A Play in One Act

Geraldine Aron

SAMUELFRENCH-LONDON.CO.UK



Copyright © 1991 by Geraldine Aron
All Rights Reserved

THE DONAHUE SISTERS is fully protected under the copyright laws 
of the United States of America, the British Commonwealth, includ-
ing Canada, and all other countries of the Copyright Union. All rights, 
including professional and amateur stage productions, recitation, lectur-
ing, public reading, motion picture, radio broadcasting, television and 
the rights of translation into foreign languages are strictly reserved. 

ISBN 978-0-573-13234-6

www.SamuelFrench.com
www.SamuelFrench-London.co.uk

United States and Canada
Info@SamuelFrench.com

1-866-598-8449

United Kingdom and Europe
Theatre@SamuelFrench-London.co.uk

020-7255-4302

For Production Enquiries

Each title is subject to availability from Samuel French, depending upon 
country of performance. Please be aware that THE DONAHUE SISTERS 
may not be licensed by Samuel French in your territory. Professional 
and amateur producers should contact the nearest Samuel French 
office or licensing partner to verify availability.  

CAUTION: Professional and amateur producers are hereby warned that 
THE DONAHUE SISTERS is subject to a licensing fee. Publication of this 
play(s) does not imply availability for performance. Both amateurs and pro-
fessionals considering a production are strongly advised to apply to Samuel 
French before starting rehearsals, advertising, or booking a theatre. A licens-
ing fee must be paid whether the title(s) is presented for charity or gain and 
whether or not admission is charged. The professional rights in this play are 
controlled by the author who may be contacted via Samuel French.

No one shall make any changes in this title(s) for the purpose of production. 
No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form, by any means, now known or yet to be invented, 
including mechanical, electronic, photocopying, recording, videotaping, or 
otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher. No one 
shall upload this title(s), or part of this title(s), to any social media websites.

Minor revisions to the text of this play were made when it was reprinted in 
1994, 2006 and again in 2009.

For all enquiries regarding motion picture, television, and other media 
rights, please contact Samuel French. 



The attic of the family home in Ireland, once the sisters’ 
playroom, is the setting for this sinister play. United because 
of their father’s illness, the three women talk of their lives 
long into the night, until the time comes for the ritual re-
enactment of a violent and disturbing incident from their 
childhood. Departing from the hitherto naturalistic style of 
the play, the author imaginatively uses the sisters themselves, 
speaking and acting in unison, to create the persona of the 
fourth character, the young boy, Dominic. When the ritual 
is complete things once more return to normal — only now 
the women would appear to have found an answer to their 
problems, with the uneasy prospect of the past repeating 
itself … Inventive and mysterious, this play is a challenge 
to both actors and director.



THE DONAHUE SISTERS

This play was first staged by the Druid Theatre Company in 
1990 with Ingrid Craigie, Marion O’Dwyer and Katherine 
O’Toole. The production was directed by Garry Hynes.



This edition is dedicated to my good friend
Sholto Williams



CHARACTERS

Dunya
Rosie
Annie

The action of the play takes place in an attic

Time: the present
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