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JEWISH GIRLZ by Elizabeth Swados had its premiere at the Upper
West Side JCC, New York City, May, 2003. The Musical Director was
Kris Kukul. The Production Stage Manager was Nicole Newton. The
Production Manager/Assist to the Director was Sara Baldwin. The pro-
duction was directed by Elizabeth Swados with the following cast:
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Amanda Stoffel
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Gina Schmukler
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*Many of the group contributed to the text.



MUSICAL NUMBERS

Blessed..................ccccooveviieveoveeiieeeeeieeeeeeeee, Solo & Ensemble
JEWISHGIPIz. ... Ensemble
ACIF@SS. ... Instrumental
What Do You Think of Me?...................cccccccvvevennnn.. Solo & Ensemble
Thirsty in the RAIN....................ccccouevveveneirsireeeiereieeessenasessesesanes Solo
Bodly.........ooooioiiiie e Solo & Ensemble
ESHREE ... Duet
Rosh Chodesh I.....................ccocoooeeviceeiiecieiieeeeeeeeeeenenn, Ensemble
We SGIA NO.............ocooeeeeieecieeieieeeeeeireeniena Solo & Ensemble
Friday Night...............cccoooovioimniiiiiiiiieneeenereeee e Ensemble
PASSOVEE ..., Ensemble
Tribal SONG............ccoooveiieieiieseeieee Solo & Ensemble
She-Golem.................ccoccooveeoieeeeieeiiieeeeeeeeeeen. Solo & Ensemble
GENEIALIONS. ... Solo & Ensemble
CARLOL.............coocoveeeeveeeeeeeeee et Solo & Trio
WaAke-UP!..........coooooeoiieriieeeeeeeie s Instrumental
GottaMake QN A........................ccccoooovveeveeeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeieen Ensemble
Fast TFQIN.................ccoooovveoeeeceiceeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Solo
Rosh Chodesh Il .....................ccoovevveveeeeiiiieeeeeeeeeeiiinanns Ensemble
Ladyinthe Closet......................cooouoivieeeeriieieieieneeeeaeesniee e Solo
Finale-Entreat Me Not......................c.cccceovecveenen.. Solo & Ensemble

Entreat Me Not Part 2.................cccoooeeveeeceeeeeiieenn, Solo & Ensemble






(The set for Jewish girls is any open space that you can use to depict a
lodge in the country. We need one large space that can fit all the
girls and two small spaces on either side which can be benches or
a chair which show the private space of the young rabbis.

The Jewish girls wear regular clothes the clothes they would take to an
overnight. They carry sleeping bags and it’s very important that
that they carry all kinds of unnecessary items, makeup, mirrors,
teddy bears, magazines, too many outfits. These will be revealed
during the course of the show.

This show takes place now, in the summer during the rosh hodesh, the
time of the new moon, two young rabbis, GINA and EMILY have
set u a retreat for teenage girls to explore their interest and rela-
tionship to Judaism. The show is staged in the abstract, meaning
the place where somewhere is depicts outdoors or indoors or
where a sleeping bag is places is where meetings take place etc.

GINA'S Ritual. Blessing, Water, Earth, Fire...)

Song: Blessed

BLESSED ARE YOU IN THE CITY
BLESSED ARE YOU UPON YOUR DEPARTURE
BLESSED ARE YOU UPON YOUR ARRIVAL
BLESSED IS YOUR FRUIT AND YOUR BREAD
BLESSED IS THE FRUIT OF YOUR LAND
BLESSED IS THE WELL OF YOUR KINDNESS
AS OUR MOTHERS WALKED BEFORE US
WE WELL WALK IN THE LIGHT OF THE HOLY ONE
AS OUR MOTHERS SANG BEFORE US
WE WILL SING A SONG OF JOY

7
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(GINA enters alone and sets down the appropriate objects for a bless-
ing over the retreat and the space. You will need objects that rep-
resent the four symbols of water earth and fire. A small bow!l for
washing, some sand to put your fingers through, and a candle to
light. While GINA is setting out the objects and while she conduct-
ing her ritual where from offstage the song “blessed”)

CHLOE. I despise, loathe, hate, disdain the country. All these
leaves. What do leaves do exactly?

REBECCA. I don’t know. I'm looking forward to this. I’ve never
been on a retreat. My Dad went on one with a bunch of CEO’s from his
company. Supposedly they bonded. Or they were bond traders.

NESSA. It probably didn’t keep them out of jail.

JOYCE. Hi. I'm Joyce.

NESSA. You don’t have to tell me your name. I'm sure we’ll go
around the campfire and say each of our names and something about
ourselves. (7o the audience.) My mother does this thing where she sits
in a circle with her friends and they pass around this sacred branch or
something? And each woman who gets the branch has to say what’s in
her deepest soul or something. And they say things like, “Giving birth
was the most beautiful experience in my life,” or “My breathing is the
waves of the sea”. Sometimes someone will cry about her lost youth or
something. I know because I pass around the bowls of chumus and
babaganoush and stuff for snacks. Once my mother asked me if I want-
ed to join the group and bring some friends. Is she kidding? It’s all I can
do to not implode with embarrassment already. And I would never ever
even tell my closest best friend about this female Native American
cocktail party. Most girls have mothers who shop to chill out. Some
mothers run or do yoga. Some paint or knit. I have to have the mom into
Feminist Jewish Voodoo. I'm not Buffy the Vampire Slayer. My mom
is.

CHLOE. If I have to carry this sleeping bag one more inch I'm
going to collapse from heat prostrate. I had to bring all my school books
including Chemistry which weighs 80 tons.

JOYCE. Where’re you from?

CHLOE. New York. How did you get here?

RACHEL. My mom’s on the board of Hadassah. I think Hadassah
pays for these retreats.

CHLOE. Retreats. Who ever heard of a bunch of girls going on
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retreats, Nuns go on retreats. Ex drug addicts go on retreats. Rock stars
g0 on retreats.

JOYCE. 1t’s for Rosh Chodesh.

AMANDA. What’s that? Horse radish?

JOYCE. The new moon.

MICKEY. My dad made me bring all my own dishes for this
thing. How humiliating. He said I had to be careful. I told him they said
it was kosher. He said you never know what plates have been where in
a young crowd. And anyway, “Two women rabbis?” He doesn’t believe
women should be rabbis.

JENNA. This is so bizarre. I'm like half Jewish.

REBECCA. Half Jewish is good as long as the other half isn’t
Muslim, then you’d have to shoot yourself

SARAH. It’s creepy being with a whole bunch of girls you know
nothing about.

AMANDA. I'm not feeling especially sociable. Or spiritual.

SARAH. I don’t feel Jewish. I'm not that good around strangers.
I’'m not even good around friends.

JOYCE. I feel completely Jewish. Listen, girls, it’s the history and
culture that we have in common.

ANNIE. This sounds like the Cliff Notes for Judaism.

CHLOE. I can see it now — an MTV music video starring a new
girl group called “The Jewish Girls” singing theirrl hit Jewish Girls.

(Before song - a modern choreograph should be made, the beginning
very over the top - like Laurence Welk.)

Song: Jewish Girls

LOVE MY LIFE. LOVE MY DREAM. LOVE WHAT I AM. LOVE
WHAT I'LL BE. LOVE MY HOPE. LOVE MY SONG LOVE MY
LAUGHTER.

I WANT TO LIVE LONG I WANT TO LIVE LONG

LOVE MY THOUGHTS. LOVE MY "MAGINATION.

LOVE MY DANCE. LOVE THE WHOLE CREATION.

LOVE THE MORNING LOVE THE LIGHT.

LOVE THE AFTERNOONS. SURELY LOVE THE NIGHT.

(Mickey says the song is a piece of ....girls interrupt with the rock and
roll version of Jewish girls.)
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MICKEY. This song’s a piece of

JEWISH GIRLS, WE ARE JEWISH GIRLS.

WE’'RE NOT LUTHERAN NOT BAPTIST WE’RE JEWISH GIRLS
NO ALAHS, NO HAIL MARYS HOT AND PURE, TELL THAT
WORLD WE’RE JEWISH GIRLS, WE’RE JEWISH GIRLS.

NOT CATHOLIC, NOT PROTESTANT, NOT METHODIST, NOT
MORMON. BEEN AROUND FOR CENTURIES, BUT WE ARE
JUST WARMING UP. JEWISH GIRLS, JEWISH GIRLS, HERE TO
MAKE A BETTER WORLD. JEWISH GIRLS, JEWISH GIRLS
ALWAYS CREATE A STIR., JEWISH GIRLS...

(The girls are going crazy in a rock dance interrupted by GINA and
EMILY. Suspicion of adults.)

GINA. Welcome to Rhinebeck. I'm Gina.
EMILY. A blessing on all of you. I'm Emily.
ANNIE. You’re pretty young for a rabbi.

(EMILY morphs back to her time as child, feeling rejected as she does
now. Behind her the girls act out the motions of the monologue.)

EMILY. (7o the audience.) I'm standing in front of this class of
3rd graders and I’'m trying to explain about why Moses couldn’t go into
the promised land with the others. And, I'm starting to read the portion
from Exodus out loud when suddenly little Gregory Zimmerman stands
up and says “You flunked out of Hebrew school,” and he’s pointing his
finger and like leering at me and says, “you flunked out of Hebrew
school twice because you skipped.” And little Sarah Tiller stands up on
her desk and shouts, “You skipped Hebrew school and hung out in the
woods smoking Marlboros.” And Teddy Fried gets up and says, “Look,
you don’t have any retention for languages and you see yourself as a
rebel so what are you doing here?” And I want to tell them how beau-
tiful our religion is and what great stories there are to tell. But now the
whole 3rd grade class is standing on its seats and shouts, “Your SAT
scores were unacceptable.” “The other students in rabbi school laughed
at you.” “You lied to your parents and humiliated your uncles.” “You
have no capacity for abstract thinking.” And finally, I cry out, “True,
true. It’s all true. I’'m unworthy to be your teacher.” And I leave the
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classroom and watch Sydney Lowenstein, an asthmatic first-grader go
through my door into my classroom and he places a heavy Torah book
on my desk, jumps onto the desk, dangles his little legs, and in a
squeaky little voice begins teaching the 3'rd graders, speaking only
Hebrew and on top of that his Hebrew is too good for me to understand,
so I can only make out so much. But, it seems to me he’s saying,
“Moses couldn’t go into the promised land because Emily wouldn’t
study her Hebrew. The destruction of the Temple was her fault too.”

(The girls go to their sleeping bags and begin to remove the endless
amounts of things.)

AMANDA. Why did you guys come here?

ANNIE. Mom made me.

REBECCA. Mom did it.

AMANDA. Mom.

RACHEL. Mom.

JENNA. Dad...what can I say?

AMANDA. I sort of had no choice.

JOYCE. I really was excited about celebrating Rosh Chodesh with
my peers.

NESSA. I totally didn’t want to come for one second, but my
mother person told me I had to get out of my ballet slippers and see the
world. As if the world actually matters. I mean, isn’t it all wars and stuff
anyway?

ANNIE. My family is basically atheist. Jewish atheist. But my par-
ents want to make sure I'm choosing to be atheist out of free will. Why
are you here?

Song: Why Have I Come Here

WHY HAVE I COME HERE, I CAME HERE BECAUSE MY
MOTHER MADE ME

WHY HAVE I COME HERE, I CAME HERE BECAUSE MY
BROTHER PAID ME

HE HAS A GIRLFRIEND AND HE WANTS ME GONE

I'M HERE TO LEARN WHAT IT MEANS TO LEARN

WHAT IT MEANS TO LEARN, WHAT IT IS TO BE A WOMAN YA
YAYAYAYAYAYA..
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EMILY, We’ve chosen Rosh Hodesh because it’s a celebration of
the new moon and the moon has a strong connection to the psyche of
women.

REBECCA. I thought the moon was for hayrides.

CHLOE. We have hayrides at camp. I adore them.

EMILY. This Rosh Chodesh happens to fall on Shavous. Shavous
is the celebration of the harvest and we read the book of Ruth.

AMANDA. Does that mean we have to make huts out of palm
leaves or something?

EMILY. Actually, that’s Sukkos.

JENNA. Why are we doing this stuff? We never celebrate this stuff
at home.

WHY AM I HERE, MY PARENTS WHAT SOME STRESS FREE
SEX

WHY AM I HERE

THE STUDY OF BEING A JEWISH WOMAN IS QUITE COMPLEX
WHY AM I HERE

I'M GETTING OVER AN UGLY SCENE WITH MY EX WHAT DO
WE DO NEXT I'M HERE TO LEARN WHAT IT MEANS TO
LEARN

WHAT IT MEANS TO LEARN, WHAT IT IS TO BE A WOMAN
YAYAYAYAYAYAYA..

AMANDA. God, I hope I brought the right stuff and that my suit-
case fits in whatever soft Adidas sports bag is considered proper suit-
case material or some kind of pink round cardboard deal with a pink
plastic handle.

CHLOE., I brought 14 pairs of underwear. I know it’s only for two
nights, but I am absolutely obsessed with underwear. I change about
three times a day.

NESSA. I don’t have to wear a bra, but I’ve brought two, just in
case, so they’ll think I do.

REBECCA. I can’t believe I have Donald Duck on the inside of
my sleeping bag. My mother says, “You think I'm going to buy you a
brand new sleeping bag for two nights? Use your brother’s.”

CHLOE. I might be getting my period. I have that kind of heavi-
ness in my eyebrows and I want to bite everyone’s head off.
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JOYCE. Don’t worry. I brought extra tampons in case.

RACHEL. Me too.

AMANDA. Me too.

JENNA. Me too.

NESSA. Me too.

AMANDA. (7o SARAH.) What’s that weird pouch?

SARAH. It’s my inflatable mattress. I have a bad back.

NESSA. Were you born with it or is it a ballet injury?

ANNIE. The mattress or the back?

CHLOE. I fell during ballet once and the humiliation almost drove
me to suicide.

JOYCE. Are there any famous Jewish ballerinas?

ANNIE. I doubt it. I mean there are hardly any Jewish athletes or
models or actresses — I guess we basically cover lawyers, doctors, pro-
fessors, business-women. Leftists, jailed revolutionaries, electrocuted
spies, sex oriented novelists. Psychiatrists, movie executives, music
moguls, and real estate baronesses.

REBECCA. House wives.

GINA. (1o the audience.) Well 1 thought I might be an actress. But
you can’t get any leading roles with these looks. I’m not blonde. I have
real hips and dark eyes, not the silly-putty perky nose. So what jobs do
I get? The mother of the dying child. The older sister of the murdered
hooker. The cleaning lady who didn’t see nothing. Not even the wacky
best friend, but of course I get the slumping neighbor who brings over
a cake and finds the husband beating the wife. She calls the police.
Good for her. Every part I've had in the past five years I’ve had to sob.
Oh I’'m good at tears. I can really turn them on- watch [starts to cry] “I
don’t understand. I just don’t understand Mr. Allen. Why, if you’re por-
traying Jewish New York and Jewish relationships- why the hell don’t
you ever use Jewish women? And I’'m sick of Ben Stiller always falling
in love with girls who aren’t Jewish.” [sobs-stops cold] See- I'm really
very good at it.

EMILY. Now that you’ve put down your stuff, why we say a bless-
ing over our retreat and introduce ourselves, have a communal snack
and then some free time to unwind before our first group session. As I
said, tonight we are celebrating shavous and the new moon. I want to
introduce you to Gina, my colleague. Gina is originally from South
Africa though she’s lived in the States for almost five years. She’s an
actress and can as well as a Rabbi.
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(ANNIE sneaks up on GINA disapproving.)

ANNIE. Whoopdeedoo.

GINA. Hello.

ANNIE. Were you for apartheid in South Africa?

GINA. Of course not.

ANNIE. It seems to me if you were white in South Africa you were
consciously or unconsciously pro apartheid.

GINA. I was not. I protested my ass off

ANNIE. Did you shoot at white soldiers?

GINA. No, I didn’t have a gun.

ANNIE. Then you were pro apartheid.

GINA. Nonsense. I was not

(Everyone sings a Hebrew blessing for the new experience while
CHLOE chants “I don 't want do be here etc” comes forward and
speaking in presentational style to the audience.)

Song: Life

LIFE, ISN’'T TURNING OUT THE WAY I THOUGHT IT WOULD
BE

THERE’S A CLOUD OF DISAPPOINTMENT FOLLOWING ME

I AM BRUISED AND BLEEDING ALTHOUGH NO ONE CAN SEE
AND NIGHT IS COMING MY FEARS ARE NUMBING

YES, LIFE IS THUMBING IT’S NOSE AT ME

WHY AM I HERE, DON’T REALLY KNOW

WHY AM I HERE, I WANNA GO

WHY AM I HERE, I FEEL SO LOW

I WANT TO GO, WHERE THERE IS NO ONE ELSE

(CHLOE returns to the group and SARAH walks around looking at the
other girl and talking to the audience “note SARAH, may bring an
inflatable mattress which she can toy with trying to blow it up.)

SARAH. To the audience. Here I am. On the outside again. In
school I walk alone in the halls. At lunch time I sit with Saundra
Mulinch - yech. My desk is always in the back. In dance class no one
offers to partner with me. I can see my destiny. An old maid with cats



JEWISH GIRLZ 15

and I'm allergic to cats. My mother says “stop feeling sorry for your-
self.” She’s a lawyer for Planned Parenthood. She wears Armani suits
and goes to benefits where Sting sings songs about saving the children
of the world. She’s up at six. Has the house cleaned by eight. Serves us
breakfast. Her floors shine. She takes the subway to work even though
with Dad’s alimony checks she could take cabs. Limos, the Concord.
She says “pick up your head Sarah” “Talk louder Sarah”. “Open your
eyes. Life is delicious.” Shy is not a concept to her. I want to tell her
“give me time. I'm a slower kind of caterpillar than you were. I'm no
butterfly yet. I'm still crawling.”

(GINA approaches SARAH.)

GINA. Would you rather if I didn’t watch you unpack?

SARAH. No, I probably brought all the wrong stuff anyway. My
mother packed pajamas with feet and it’s June.

GINA. Mothers can do horrifying things.

SARAH. No one’s going to like me here anyway. They never do.

GINA. Maybe this’ll be a first time.

SARAH. There’s never a first time.

GINA. So why do you come?

SARAH. To observe. I take notes, and use what I hear for my sto-
ries later on.

GINA. You like to write?

SARAH. I won a medal from the Scholastic magazine contest. I
feel as a Jew that it’s my place to suffer and absorb the pain around me
so I can translate it into text later on.

GINA. You can’t absorb joy?

SARAH. There is no joy.

(The girls turn into them selves and show us they are all shy.)
Song: What Do You Think Of Me?

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF ME, WHAT DO YOU THINK OF ME
TELL ME QUITE HONESTLY, WHAT DO YOU THINK OF ME
CAN YOU SAY BAD OR GOOD, CAN YOU SAY WOULD OR
SHOULD MAYBE I DON’T BUT COULD, CAN YOU SAY BAD OR
GOOD
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CAN YOU IMAGINE ME MARRIED TO PRINCE WILLIAM

IF I CUT MY FIST CD WILL IT SELL A MILLION

AM 1 SHORT OR TALL OR FAT OR THIN OR STRONG OR
SWEET OF WEAK I DON’T KNOW MYSELF SO YOU HAVE TO
TELL ME

YOU HAVE TO TELL ME YOU HAVE TO TELL ME YOU HAVE
TO TELL ME THINKING ABOUT ME HANGING OUT WITH YOU
DON’T WANT TO SHOUT OR WEAR THE WRONG SHOES

GOT MY SELF A MIRROR, BUT DON’T KNOW WHAT I SEE
DON’T KNOW WHAT I SEE

YOU HAVE TO TELL ME WHO I AM

YOU HAVE TO TELL ME WHO I SHOULD BE

YOU HAVE TO TELL ME WHAT DO I SAY DOO DOO DOO

YOU HAVE TO TELL ME HOW TO ACT WHAT DO YOU THINK
OF ME AM I COOL

(EMILY tries to break the mood and during the scene the girls do a
series of conversations with each other and quick asides so you get
the sense of what they are saying to each other and what they are
really thinking.)

EMILY. How about some kosher pizza?

JOYCE. Yeah pizza. (4side.) I'll have to hide my piece and pre-
tend I eat it.

NESSA. I'm not really hungry.

JENNA. I'm for it. Plain. (4side.) I'll pull off the cheese.

NESSA. (A4side.) 1 can’t be fat, I've got to dance. (70 the group.)
I’m not hungry.

ANNIE. I’'m starved. Can I have a whole one for myself? No mat-
ter what I do I just lose weight. I can eat a pint of Ben and Jerry’s ice
cream every night and still lose weight. Maybe I'm dying, but I doubt
1t.

MICKEY. Can I have it cheeseless? (4side.) Kosher pizza tastes
like play dough.

GINA. Well, cheese is all we got.

MICKEY. I’m worried it’s not really kosher. (4side.) I don’t know
if I'd get struck by lightning or what.

GINA. Oh it’s really kosher. (4side.) But how can one be sure -
unless one cooks, and even then...
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EMILY. Will she get struck by lightning?

REBECCA. Only scuba divers get struck by lightning, in storms.

JOYCE. (4side) 1 want to lose my belly.

NESSA. I’'m not hungry. (4side.) I’'m starving.

AMANDA. One piece. A small piece.

MICKEY. I brought some salad.

NESSA. I'm not hungry. (4side.) I'm starving.

JOYCE. I'm starving,

AMANDA. One piece. (4side.) I'm starving.

ANNIE. Give me three pizzas. (Aside) I'm starting to look like
what they call “gangly.”

AMANDA. I’'m not hungry. (4side.) I’'m starving.

REBECCA. (4side) 1t’s eating disorder city here.

SARAH. I'm lactose intolerant. (Pause)

JOYCE. (4side.) T'1l chew up a quarter of a piece, spit it out and
hide it in my sleeping bag. (70 the group.) Just one piece.

CHLO. I'm definitely starving.

ANNIE. Are there any starving Jews anymore?

GINA. Maybe in Ethiopia.

AMANDA. Here I am at my sacred alter-the toilet. We just had
pizza and pizza has mozzarella cheese, which is 346 calories. Tomato
sauce doesn’t amount to much, but I'd better add it in so let’s give it 65
calories. So that makes that one slice comes to 534 calories, which is
way over my allotment for a meal. I figure if I throw up the pizza, I'll
be back at zero or maybe 100 calories will stay inside me if I don’t get
everything out. I'm in here and this is a private ritual simply for me. It’s
a cleaning of the system and purification. It pisses me off that all the
teen magazines and talk shows are talking about it as if it was flossing.
Or doing abs. Like it’s that popular. It’s like when all those pot smok-
ing lost hippies take up Hasidism in Israel all of a sudden. It’s a phony
religion. I’ve been doing this since I can’t remember when. It’s part of
me. You’ll never see me on any talk show. This is a secret, my moment
with the Goddesses of Beauty. This is what I have to do. I live for it.
Literally it’s why I live. No one told me that- but you just know when
you’re called.

(JOYCE sings very simply.)
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Song: Thirsty In The Rain

I'M THIRSTY IN THE RAIN, I'M THIRSTY IN THE RAIN
DON’T KNOW WHY I CAN'T GET ENOUGH I'M THIRSTY IN
THE RAIN

I'M STARVING IN THE LAND OF PLENTY

TRIPPING ON THE STREETS OF GOLD

DON’TCHA KNOW I CAN’T GET ENOUGH I'M THIRSTY IN THE
RAIN

CAN YOU SEE HOW PARCHED I AM, MY TOUNGUE IS DRY
MY LIPS ARE CRACKED

IN THIS DOWNPOUR EVEN THOUGH I DRINK, MY MOUTH IS
EMPTY

SKIN SO WHITE AND WAIST SO THIN, NOTHING THAT YOU
GIVE GOES IN

HANDS OF GOLD THAT HOLD SO MUCH, I CAN’T LET YOU
TOUCH ME

I'M THIRSTY IN THE RAIN, THIRSTY IN HE RAIN

I’'M THIRSTY IN THE RAIN

(Lights up on EMILY and GINA separately, they too are thinking about
their bodies.)

EMILY. Food is a huge symbol to Jews and to women. Think
about the fasts, the feasts, the symbols of matzoh, of challah, - most
holidays revolve around the cycle of crops, when there are harvests,
when fruit goes sour on the vine... women have been classically defined
by their role in the kitchen.

GINA. How am I supposed to convince girls on sanity about body
image if I imagine the cheese from the pizza sticking itself to my hips?
My stomach is expanding stop motion style and my grandmother’s
breasts are growing on top of my own.

(Girls and women break in to a very girl group choreographed pop
song.)

Song: Perfect Body

EVERYBODY KNOWS YOU’VE GOT TO HAVE THE PERFECT
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BODY PERFECT BODY

EVERYBODY KNOWS,YES THEY KNOW

YOU’VE GOT TO LOOK LIKE BRITNEY SPEARS, BRITNEY,
BRITNEY SPEARS

EVERYBODY KNOWS, YES THEY KNOW

YOU’VE GOTTA FIX YOUR HAIR AND MAKEUP, PAINT YOUR
FACE

YOU’VE GOT TO SATISFY YOUR PEERS

YOU GOTTA PIERCE YOUR NOSE AND EARS

DON’T GO OUT UNTIL THE ACNE CLEARS, NO, NO

DON’T SWELL UP YOUR EYES WITH TEARS, NO, NO, NO, NO
WEAR A BIGGER SIZE BRAZIER, B- CUP, C- CUP

FIRM UP YOUR REAR, YES, SUCK IN THOSE ABS,YES
NOTHING TO FEAR, NO, BE BRITNEY SPEARS, BRITNEY
SPEARS

P-PP-PP-P-P, PERFECT BODY, BODY, B-B-B-BODY I-], I-I, I-I-I-
IMAGE

PERFECT BODY IMAGE

P-P,P-P,P-P-P, PERFECT BODY, BODY, B-B-B-BODY I-I, I-I, I-I-I-
IMAGE

PERFECT BODY IMAGE '

GONNA BE A SIZE TWO, GONNA BE A SIZE TWO

GONNA WORK OUT ALL DAY, GONNA WORK OUT ALL DAY
AND IF I DIE WHILE I TRY, REST IN PEACE, REST IN PEACE
SHE ALMOST HAD THE PERFECT BODY IMAGE THEY WILL
SAY

P-PP-P,P-P-P, PERFECT BODY, BODY, B-B-B-BODY I-I I-I, I-I-I-
IMAGE

PERFECT BODY IMAGE, ETC.

(NESSA leaves the song a little sad. GINA approaches her.)

NESSA. No, please, please, please, please, please, don’t counsel
me. I know everything’s gonna pass. I know it seems worse now than
it was. I know someone will love me for who I am and not what I do. I
know where there’s a will there’s a way. I know God is in the little
things. I know that the process is as good as the result. I know that the
only thing that doesn’t change is change.
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GINA. I thought I might sit down. Get some fresh air.

NESSA. Oh.

GINA. I personally don’t like counseling.

NESSA. Oh.

GINA. I don’t like thinking about other people’s problems. I'm
content to go over and over my own.

NESSA. Then why’d you become a rabbi?

GINA. So all those people in chairs would look up at me.

NESSA. You coulda done that if you were an actress.

GINA. Actresses have to memorize their lines. That’s too much
work. This way I've got the whole book right in front of me. I have the
gown too. I say stand up, they stand up. I say be seated, they sit. I'll tell
them when to sing, when to speak responsively and when to shut their
mouths.

NESSA. Power.

GINA. I'm like a consigliani for the great mobster.

NESSA. But you must do it for some other reasons too.

GINA. Actually I've been having my doubts lately.

NESSA. Me too. I've studied, studied, studied and what if I’m not
a great ballerina?

GINA. You look like a great ballerina. Your posture is phenome-
nal. At least you know what you’re doing. You tour jeté, you plié.

NESSA. You know the code.

GINA. You have a lot of rules, don’t you?

NESSA. Yes, I’'m very strict. One has to be if one wants to do bal-
let.

GINA. You know I’ve been wondering how many rules I should
accept or throw away as a rabbi.

NESSA. Well, I haven’t a clue. I only have a clear head when I
dance.

GINA. Then dance.

NESSA. As long as it’s not going to raise my self esteem.
GINA. I promise.

NESSA. I made it for Purim. You know about Purim?
GINA. I’ve heard of it.

(NESSA dances a solo ballet that in a indirect way tells the story of
Esther, or shows Esther s courage, the rabbis sing the song to the
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