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Copyright © 2020 by Caryl Churchill
All Rights Reserved

PIGS AND DOGS is fully protected under the copyright laws of the British 
Commonwealth, including Canada, the United States of America, and all other 
countries of the Copyright Union. All rights, including professional and amateur 
stage productions, recitation, lecturing, public reading, motion picture, radio 
broadcasting, television and the rights of translation into foreign languages are 
strictly reserved. 
ISBN 978-0-573-13005-2
concordtheatricals.co.uk
concordtheatricals.com

U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  a n d  Wo r l d
e x c l u d i n g  n o r t h  a m e r i c a
licensing@concordtheatricals.co.uk

020-7054-7200

For Amateur Production Enquiries

Each title is subject to availability from Concord Theatricals,  
depending upon country of performance.

CAUTION: Professional and amateur producers are hereby warned that PIGS 
AND DOGS is subject to a licensing fee. Publication of this play does not imply 
availability for performance. Both amateurs and professionals considering a 
production are strongly advised to apply to the appropriate agent before starting 
rehearsals, advertising, or booking a theatre. A licensing fee must be paid whether 
the title is presented for charity or gain and whether or not admission is charged.

This work is published by Samuel French Ltd, an imprint of Concord Theatricals.

The Professional Rights in this play are controlled by Casarotto Ramsay & 
Associates Limited, 3rd Floor, 7 Savoy Court, Strand, London, WC2R 0EX.

No one shall make any changes in this title for the purpose of production. No part 
of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in 
any form, by any means, now known or yet to be invented, including mechanical, 
electronic, photocopying, recording, videotaping, or otherwise, without the prior 
written permission of the publisher. No one shall upload this title, or part of this 
title, to any social media websites.

The right of Caryl Churchill to be identified as author of this work has been asserted 
in accordance with Section 77 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.
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MUSIC USE NOTE

Licensees are solely responsible for obtaining formal written permission from 
copyright owners to use copyrighted music in the performance of this play and 
are strongly cautioned to do so. If no such permission is obtained by the licensee, 
then the licensee must use only original music that the licensee owns and controls. 
Licensees are solely responsible and liable for all music clearances and shall 
indemnify the copyright owners of the play(s) and their licensing agent, Concord 
Theatricals, against any costs, expenses, losses and liabilities arising from the use of 
music by licensees. Please contact the appropriate music licensing authority in your 
territory for the rights to any incidental music.

IMPORTANT BILLING AND CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

If you have obtained performance rights to this title, please refer to your licensing 
agreement for important billing and credit requirements. 
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PIGS AND DOGS

PIGS AND DOGS was first performed at the Royal Court Jerwood 
Theatre Downstairs, London on 20 July 2016. It was directed 
by Dominic Cooke with lighting by Jack Williams and sound by 
David McSeveny. The cast was as follows:

Fisayo Akinade
Sharon D Clarke

Alex Hassell
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

Three actors, any gender or race but not all the same. Each can 
play any character, regardless of the character’s race or gender.

A dash — means a new speaker.

The play is substantially based on material from Boy-Wives and 
Female Husbands by Stephen O. Murray and Will Roscoe.
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1

—  Somebody says

—  President of Gambia

—  We will fight these vermins

the way we fight malaria-bearing mosquitos.

—  Somebody says

—  President Mugabe

—  If dogs and pigs don’t do it

why must human beings?

—  Somebody posts

—  You western backed goats.

They forced us into slavery and killed millions.

Now they want to downplay the sinfulness of homo.

It shall not work.

—  Somebody says

—  Zuma, South Africa

—  When I was growing up an ungqingili

would not have stood before me.

I would knock him out.

—  Uganda.

Anti-Homosexuality Act 2014.

Death penalty.

Later amended

to life imprisonment.

—  I know I shouldn’t have sent him to that white school.

—  Somebody says
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p i g s  a n d  d o g s2

—  Ethics Minister in Uganda

—  If I kissed a man

I think I should die, I could not exist.

It is inhuman.

Just imagine

Eating your own faeces.

—  Newspaper says

—  Two hundred top homosexuals.

—  Names, pictures.

—  Hang them.

—  Museveni says

—  President of Uganda

—  Ugandan independence in the face of western pressure.

—  Mugabe says

—  President of Zimbabwe

—  We have our own culture.

—  Somebody says

—  in America

—  member of a rap group

—  There is no word in any African language that describes 
homosexual.

—  But

—  sagoda never marry and wear skirts

—  ashtime dress like women and do women’s work

—  mumenke is a man-woman

—  wasagu is a lesbian

—  yan daudu
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3p i g s  a n d  d o g s

—  umakonotsi

—  m’zili

—  tongo

—  kitesha

—  chibadi

—  ovashangi

—  wobo

—  If I had been a man

I could have taken a wife and begat children.

If I had been a woman

I could have taken a husband and borne children.

But I am neither. I am wobo.

—  Somebody says

—  American intellectual

—  Homosexuality

is not always a conceptual category.

—  Hausa, yan daudu

—  Yes, I’m yan daudu, we dress like women,

we sing and dance and serve the fried chicken.

We can still get married and give a girl children.

You don’t have to love her to give a girl children.

—  Hausa

—  Kwazo means work and that’s male.

Baja means goods and that’s female.

—  Two men can be kwazo and baja.

—  An old woman can be kwazo and her young husband is the baja

because she has the power.
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p i g s  a n d  d o g s4

—  Two women together is kifi

when the two have equal power.

Two men together can be kifi

if they both have equal power.

—  It’s play, wasa, play.

—  You want someone and it’s iskanci,

—  craziness.

—  Somebody says

—  Evans-Pritchard, anthropologist, last century

—  My informant Kuagbiaru says

—  this is how it used to be with the Zande.

—  The boy’s my wife.

I asked for his hand with five spears

the same way you ask for a maiden.

That man who had sex with him must pay me compensation. 

Soon he’ll choose his own boy wife like all the warriors,

I’ll find another one.

When a prince dies his boys are killed so no one else can 
have them.

—  A king of the Maale in Ethiopia

—  a long time ago

—  the king could say

—  Because I’m king I’m the most male man.

Everyone below me is less and less

and least male of all is the ashtime.

The night before a ritual I must abstain from women.

I’m happy with my ashtime.
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WAIT, THERE’S 
MORE!

Please visit our website to buy the full script, 
apply for a licence to perform this show 
(if it’s available), or to explore hundreds 
of similar titles.  

www.concordtheatricals.co.uk or, 
in the US www.concordtheatricals.com

To be the first to know about new 
books, licensing releases, and anything 
theatre-related do follow us on our  
social media channels.

@ConcordUKShows and @ConcordShows on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.




